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Summary!

Partisan Offices!

Candidates for nearly all political offices run under the aegis of political parties. These 
offices are called “partisan offices” since the ballots are limited to candidates associated with 
State recognized political parties. (There are some exceptions where a space is provided on 
the ballot to “write-in” the name of a candidate not necessarily associated with any political 
party). Two political parties, the Democrats and the Republicans, so dominate the election 
system that our country is said to have a 2 party system. There are, however, no 
constitutional requirements for a 2 party system, and “3rd” parties have from time to time 

appeared and had an arguably important impact on American politics despite substantial 
barriers to establishing a 3rd Party presence on ballots. These barriers deal primarily with the 
number of registered voters that must petition for a party to be recognized, and, once 
recognized, the number of candidates the party must field and/or votes for candidates for its 
candidates the party must receive in order to remain on ballots for future elections.!

The Democratic Party is the Party of Jefferson and Madison, the principal authors of the 
Declaration of Independence and United States Constitution, respectively, and is the oldest of 
the currently active political parties. Originally called the Democratic-Republican Party, since 
1828 it has been known simply as the Democratic Party. 18 Democrats have been president. A 
donkey has been adopted as the symbol of the Democratic Party.!

The Republican Party is comparatively young, having been formed from the remnants 
of the defunct, but once powerful Whig Party, which could claim 4 presidents. Abraham 
Lincoln was the first Republican Presidential candidate, and was successful in his 1860 run 
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for the Presidency, and the Republicans since seen another 17 Republican presidents. The 
Republicans have adopted an elephant as the party symbol.!

The Libertarians have attempted to serve as a 3rd major party since the party was 
formed in 1971. Initially enjoying strong financial support from the Koch brothers, the 
Libertarians have been able to establish chapters in all fifty States and in the District of 
Columbia. Libertarians have never succeeded in electing anyone to a Federal Office, but have 
on occasion elected representatives to different State legislatures. They are able to field 
candidates on ballots in North Carolina. The Statue of Liberty has been adopted as a party 
symbol for the Libertarians.!

The political positions espoused by the Republican and Democratic parties have varied 
greatly over time. By the 1950s, and continuing through the 1960s, both Parties had liberal, 
moderate, and conservative “wings”, and party affiliation alone provided little indication of 
individual candidate proclivities. This position began to change in the Republican Party 
when Barry Goldwater was nominated as the Republican Party presidential candidate in 
1964. Barry Goldwater was viewed as an “extremist” Republican, and his loss in a landslide 
slowed, but did not end, the slide of the Republicans towards the right until the 1980 
nomination and subsequent election of Ronald Reagan cemented the view of the Republicans 
as being predominately neither liberal nor moderate in its membership and positions. 
“Liberal” Republicans had all but disappeared by the time of the Reagan election, but 
moderate, middle of the road Republicans have continued to exist within the Party, albeit 
with progressively less influence and in progressively smaller numbers. The rise of the Tea 
Party Movement in 2009, and subsequent increase in influence that movement achieved, due 
in no small part to funding from the Koch brothers, has nearly eliminated the presence of 
moderates in the Republican party, and has even reduced the influence of traditional 
conservatives in that party. While the Republican Party now claims to be a “conservative” 
party, it is by definition not conservative in much of what it advocates in that it calls for 
sweeping, radical changes. The current “Conservative” movement that dominates the 
Republican Party holds to the economic theory that the extremely wealthy, not the Middle 
Class or the Working Class, are the source of economic prosperity and that the best 
government is that which taxes and regulates the wealthiest the least. These modern 
“Conservatives” also tend to hold that government programs are inherently harmful, and 
tend to ignore, or discount nearly entirely, the positive impact of such Government programs 
as the internet, the land-grant college system, the weather bureau, the Food and Drug 
Administration, the Interstate Highway System, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
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FDIC, the Social Security Administration and the myriad of other Federal Agencies and 
Programs that were, until the rise of Reaganism, viewed as being the framework on which 
American prosperity had been built and on which it was maintained. Both the traditional 
Conservatives within the Republican Party and the more radical elements that now dominate 
it have adopted a de facto paternalistic view of minorities in general, and African Americans 
in particular. This view holds that these groups of people have been coddled by government 
programs to the point that they are no longer interested in working for their own benefit and 
are incapable of making intelligent electoral choices. These problems are to be remedied by 
ending programs that benefit the under classes, a “tough love”, “sink or swim” approach that 
these conservatives believe will force the underclasses into the middle and upper class by 
making their existing conditions completely intolerable. Voter suppression methods are to be 
used until the lessons of self sufficiency are learned so that the underclasses can not vote to 
continue the programs that, under much of modern “Conservative” thought, are considered 
to be the root cause of their being an underclass.!

The Democratic Party has no parallel for the extremist wing that now dominates the 
Republican Party and has not adopted that faction’s view of government as an enemy of the 
people. Nor do Democrats share the view that modern governments are a brake limiting 
prosperity. Democrats have also not adopted the views of the more conventional 
“Conservatives” in the Republican party that the problems of minority groups are due to 
dependance on Government Programs and that the best long term way to help the poor is to 
remove their government assistance. The Democrats still hold to the Constitutional 
requirement that the Government is created by and for the people it governs and has a duty 
to “provide for the common welfare”. The Democratic view is that private enterprise can 
efficiently provide for much of what the nation, its businesses, and its people need, but that 
there are limitations to what private enterprise can and will do, and that history has shown 
that left entirely unfettered by government oversight, private enterprise and capitalism will 
lead to a surfeit of unsafe working conditions, pollution, fraud, unsafe consumer products, 
economic instability, widely fluctuating employment rates, and a permanent underclass from 
which only the most talented and fortunate have any chance of escape. Democrats believe 
government can and should create and fund programs that benefit people and businesses, 
and can and should make the kinds of infrastructure investments that benefit people and 
businesses that simply are not made to any significant degree without government 
intercession. The remnants of the conventional “Conservatives” still within the Republican 
Party do not fundamentally disagree with the Democratic premise that Government can and 
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should play a positive role in the lives of people and the economy, but they often disagree 
with Democrats on just where, and to what extent, the government should play that role. !

The Libertarians have a much more formally defined, and much less flexible, set of 
principles than either the Republicans or the Democrats. Libertarians believe in an extremely 
limited government. While Libertarians do not condone gambling, drug use, alcohol abuse, 
or prostitution, they do not consider these proper areas for government intervention. 
Similarly, while Libertarians consider education to be a good thing, they do not see education 
as an area in which government should be involved. Libertarians also generally feel that 
property rights, properly exerted and protected through the court system, can take much of 
the place of, if not replace entirely, functions now exercised by agencies such as the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Food and Drug Administration, and various consumer 
protection agencies. Libertarians are strong believers in the separation of Church and State, 
but also believers in such a minimal State that there would be few opportunities for conflicts 
between Church and State to arise.!

The Muslim American Public Affairs Council (MAPAC) does not give its blanket 
support to any one party, or to the candidates of any one party. While the Tea Party wing of 
the Republican Party which now dominates so much of that party’s agenda, is anathema to 
MAPAC due to its blatant Xenophobia, racism, and Islamophobia, MAPAC recognizes that 
there are still many members of the Republican Party that hold different views, and that 
some of those members are now holding elected offices in which they are providing good 
service to all of the people of North Carolina, including the Muslim population. Similarly, 
while the modern Democratic Party as a whole has views more in line with those that 
MAPAC represents than the current incarnation of the Republican Party, not every Democrat 
represents those views, and not every Democratic view is consistent with Muslim beliefs. 
Similarly, while the Libertarian vision of how government should work strikes us as both 
naive and impractical, that does not mean that MAPAC categorically dismisses every 
Libertarian candidate, nor does MAPAC believe that there are no circumstances in which 
having a Libertarian elected would not serve to give voice and expression to certain 
viewpoints that should be heard and considered before making any decision. !

Non-Partisan Offices!

Certain offices on the ballot, such as judgeships and Board of Education positions, are 
“non-partisan” offices, i.e. offices for which the candidates are not selected by political parties 
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before the general election. The designation of some offices as non-partisan has been done on 
the assumption that the types of issues with which the occupants of the offices deal are such 
that political party affiliation should not matter. Realistically, candidates for these offices 
often are members of one political party or the other, and these offices are sometimes used as 
“stepping stones” to election to partisan offices, so political parties often get involved in 
supporting candidates for these offices on a partisan basis. Judicial positions have in recent 
years become increasingly partisan affairs. The Republican Party strategist Karl Rove in the 
1990s recognized that if Judges of an activists persuasion, willing to reinterpret laws and 
State Constitutions to fit narrow partisan purposes, could be elected to high court offices, 
measures that could not easily, or perhaps even never, be implemented through legislation or 
referendum, could still be achieved by judicial fiat. Moreover, the traditional restrictions on 
what judicial candidates could say during their campaigns, and customary reticence expected 
from judicial candidates both in lauding their own virtues and critiquing of their opponents, 
meant that even Statewide judicial campaigns were low budget affairs. Karl Rove pioneered 
injecting a relatively small amount of “dark money” into judicial campaigns, whereby a 3rd 
party group(s), whose funding sources are not identified to the public, spends money, usually 
on attack adds, to secure the election of a person willing to twist State laws and/or 
Constitutions in a way the funders desire. These adds distort the preferred candidate’s 
opponent’s record, and are designed to turn the vote in favor of a candidate that can be 
counted on to decree from the bench what massive campaign expenditures for legislator 
elections or ballot referendums could only offer uncertain hope of achieving. Unfortunately, 
this school of judicial campaigning has found a home in North Carolina, and blatantly racist 
voter suppression measures and legislative district gerrymandering have been upheld by 
majorities on State Courts selected through this manner, forcing Federal Courts to intervene 
to restore some measure of basic civil rights in our State. Federal Courts are reluctant to 
interfere in State matters, and the measure of justice achieved through Federal Court 
intervention cannot be expected to equal that provided by a State Court fairly interpreting 
and ruling on laws in strict accordance with Constitutional requirements. Elections for State 
judges, particularly at the Appellate and Supreme Court levels, now have a greater 
importance than in the past, because it can no longer be assumed that whoever is elected will 
rule in a fair and non-prejudicial manner.!
!

�5FALL 2016 ELECTIONSVOTER RECOMMENDATIONS



Evaluation Criteria!
The MuslimAmerican Public Affairs Council, (MAPAC), uses a number of criteria when 
making evaluations. Some of these criterion are universal to all offices, and other criterion are 
specific to the type of office under consideration, and to specific issues MAPAC deems to be 
particularly important at the time of any given election.!

Universal criteria, applicable to all offices in all elections, are summarized as follows:!
• MAPAC does not ordinarily evaluate or make voting recommendations for uncontested 

elections. All that is required for the outcome of these elections to be determined is for the 
candidate running to vote for herself/himself. Under these circumstances, a MAPAC 
endorsement is essentially worthless, so we do not offer an endorsement.!

• Incumbents are preferred to challengers unless there is either evidence that a incumbent 
has failed to do a good job or evidence that a challenger is likely to do a significantly better 
job than the incumbent that would be replaced. Not reelecting a candidate is tantamount to 
firing the incumbent, and MAPAC does not believe anyone should be fired without cause.!

• While prejudice against Muslims is a valid criteria to exclude a candidate, the fact that a 
candidate can be expected to attend Muslim sponsored functions or otherwise go out of 
their way to be seen with Muslims is not alone a valid reason for endorsing the candidate. 
Muslims interests in government officials is broader than superficial appearances.!

This year there are several other criteria influencing MAPAC recommendations, some 
applicable to candidates for the State legislature, some applicable to candidates for the 
Federal legislature, some applicable to both. Criteria considered in evaluating candidates for 
the State legislature include:!
• Position on HB 2: HB 2, the so called “bathroom bill”, is the bill passed in a special session of 

the legislature that, among other things, bans a person from using a bathroom facility 
designated for members of a sex other than that indicated on that person’s birth certificate. 
While its proponents publicly state the purpose of the bill is to protect children from being 
prayed on by members of the opposite sex, and to protect children and adults from 
voyeurism, this is not the actual case. The fact that protection of any person is not a 
purpose of the law is demonstrated by the fact that HB2 contains no penalties, either in 
terms of monetary fines or in terms of jail time, for violating its terms. HB2 therefore has no 
value as a deterrent for any “crime”, nor does it provide for any punishment of its 
violators. There are already statutes on the books protecting agains sexual predation and 
voyeurism. The real purpose of HB 2 lies in its other terms, which the legislators who 
passed it rarely, if ever, mention. These terms forbid local units of government from 
enacting any measures to protect against racial and religious discrimination, not just 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. Banning local governments from taking 
measures against discrimination was the actual reason for the bill. The same legislators 
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who passed the anti-Sharia law bill and legislation ruled in Federal Court to have targeted 
African-Americans with near “surgical precision” passed HB 2 to make it impossible for 
local units of government to counteract discrimination. The “bathroom” part of HB 2 was 
just a “politically correct” sop thrown in to appeal to the extreme right wing Christian 
evangelicals who support the Tea Party types who have taken over the legislature and a 
smoke screen to distract attention from its intent to make discrimination easier. A vote for 
HB 2 was in actuality a vote for those who want to discriminate against African Americans, 
Muslims, and other minorities, and therefore MAPAC can not endorse any candidate who 
supported HB2.!

• Position on HB 522: HB 522 was the anti-Sharia Law bill passed by the legislature in 2013. 
While its final form is so confusingly written that it is not possible for anyone to say with 
certainty what impact it may or may not have, its authors and sponsors intent was clear 
enough. The bill was intended to marginalize and stigmatize Muslims. MAPAC can not 
endorse any candidate who supported HB522.!

• Position on SB181: SB181 was the bill past by the legislature in 2015 after the Republican 
Party lost control of the Wake County Board of Commissioners and of the officially non-
partisan Board of Education. The Bill changes the way in which elections are held in Wake 
County, so that if the same voters voted the same way, the election outcome would be 
different allowing the Republicans to retain control of a governing body that the Wake 
County voters clearly did not want them to control. In short, SB181 is a Republican attempt 
to do in the halls of the State legislature that which they could not do in the ballot boxes of 
Wake County. It is a flagrantly blatant attack on the democratic process, and MAPAC can 
not endorse any candidate who supported SB181.!

• Voter Suppression and District Gerrymandering: The State Legislature passed measures that 
took gerrymandering to an unprecedented level in North Carolina. This gerrymandering 
had the effect of disenfranchising a substantial number of Democratic Party and African 
American voters in the State. The State Legislature also passed measures intended to make 
it more difficult for those likely to vote for Democratic Party candidates and African 
Americans to register to vote and to actually vote. These measures have only partially been 
stricken by the Federal Court, which was forced to interceded after the North Carolina 
Supreme Court failed to uphold the provisions of the State and Federal Constitutions 
overridden by the Tea Party controlled legislature. Resetting voting districts will be a task 
the next legislature must undertake. As noted earlier, MAPAC gives no blanket 
endorsement for candidates from either the Democratic or the Republican Party, but it feels 
that each party and its candidates should make its case by an open exchange of ideas, and 
that Republicans who participated in measures that seek to undermine this process, and 
who thereby demonstrate that they have no faith that they can hold their offices based on 
the actual merits of their ideas and actions, do not deserve our votes. !
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Criteria considered in evaluating candidates for both the State and Federal legislatures 
include:!
• Candidates that support tax and economic policies that are designed to and/or that have 

the effect of redistributing wealth from the poor and middle class to the wealthy 
(Reaganomics) are not endorsed by MAPAC.!

• Candidates who supported measures designed to prevent the Federal Executive Branch 
from doing its job for the purpose of reducing the approval ratings of the opposing party, 
and/or candidates who opposed economic recovery measures for the purpose of reducing 
the approval ratings of the opposing political party are not endorsed by MAPAC.!

!
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Evaluations and Voting Recommendations!

Statewide Federal Elections!

President/Vice-President"
Donald Trump opened his campaign with a slam on hispanics, and followed up with a 
proposal that all Muslims be entered into a database for special watching, and went downhill 
from there. Volatile and inconsistent, the only thing constant in the Trump campaign is low 
brow and low blow attacks on his opponents and blaming some scape goat or the other for 
every ill in the Country. Unable to resist speaking before thinking, too prideful to admit 
mistakes, and too impatient to learn from them or anything else, Trump has nonetheless 
delivered a message that has resonated with many. Trump commands the loyalty of the white 
non-college educated, and particularly the white non-college educated male, to a degree that 
has not been seen since Ronald Reagan was running for President. Like Reagan, Trump 
promises easy, simple solutions for complex problems, only with providing even fewer 
details than did Reagan. Never has a person of Trump’s temperament been head of a nation 
with the military and economic power of the United States. Should Trump be elected, a real 
possibility, it is not too difficult to imagine that when something goes wrong (something 
always does, even under responsible leadership), Trump will seek someone to blame. 
Muslims, Immigrants, and Hispanic,s based on the campaign to date, can be expected to be 
first in line for taking the blame under a Trump presidency. !

Hillary Clinton has none of Trump’s divisiveness, openly embraces diversity as the American 
way, and includes Muslim Americans within that welcome diversity. Less mercurial and 
more measured in tone than Trump, she does not lack self confidence, but far from disdaining 
advice, actively seeks it. She is, however, far from the perfect candidate. Perhaps no other 
politician has more of a blind eye to Israel’s human rights abuses and stubborn intransigence 
with regards to meaningful moves to peace. President Obama, and, by extension, Hillary 
Clinton, as his Secretary of State, inherited a horrible mess from the Bush/Chaney 
administration in the Middle East, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, and it is not clear, even with 
benefit of hindsight and the passage of 8 years what they could have done to fix it. However, 
it is difficult not to think they could somehow have done better than they actually did. 
Whatever her faults, amongst all of the Hillary criticism we give no credence to charges that 
Clinton is a criminal. Ever since her husband first set foot in the White House, Hillary Clinton 
has been subjected to special congressional investigations, special prosecutors, FBI 
investigations, investigations with unlimited budgets and near unlimited subpoena powers, 
nearly all of which were conducted in a blatantly partisan and vindictive manner. It is quite 
likely that in all of history no other person has had more money and resources spent trying to 
find out they committed some crime or the other than has been spent investigating Hilary. 
After decades of efforts her enemies still have nothing more to which to accuse Clinton than 
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the unsubstantiated rumors they themselves start and spread, a new wave of which 
invariably appears after investigations into the last wave peter out for lack of evidence, even 
after every conceivable nook and cranny has been investigated, and every stone unturned. 
MAPAC wishes Hillary Clinton was perhaps a little less eager to be President, less influenced 
by popular opinion polls, and much more insightful and balanced in her approach to Middle 
East foreign policy, but when it comes down to a choice of her or Donald Trump for 
President, there really is no choice. MAPAC endorses Hillary Clinton for President.!
United States Senate"
Senator Richard Burr is being challenged by attorney and former State Legislator Deborah 
Ross and by Libertarian Sean Haugh. Senator Burr was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1994-2004, and has been a Senator since 2005. Burr was a part of the 
Republican controlled Congress and White House that turned the economic prosperity and 
budget surplus of the Bill Clinton years into record budget deficits and not one but two 
recessions by re-instituting the failed “Reaganomics” policies that systematically transfer 
wealth from the lower and middle classes to the wealthiest of Americans. This same Congress 
and administration created the horrid loss of life and fortune and seemingly institutionalized 
chaos in the Middle East, Afghanistan, and Pakistan through a reckless and jingoistic foreign 
policy, all supported by Senator Burr. Since Obama came into office, Senator Burr has joined 
in the effort orchestrated by Sen. Mitch McConnell to stall economic recovery and impede the 
efficient operation of the US Government by blocking legislation, judicial appointments, and 
appointments to even relatively minor executive branch positions. Burr has been part and 
parcel of an unprecedented, systematic program to harm the economy and the people of the 
United States on the theory that the party of the President, not the party in power in congress 
that created the problems and blocked the full resolution of those problems, would be 
blamed. There is perhaps no stronger indication of the failures of Senator Burr than his 
current Senatorial campaign. Burr and his supporters have spent tens of millions of dollars in 
advertising, but all that advertising has failed to mention a single significant accomplishment 
by Burr in his 22 years in Washington. 22 years and all Burr can do is spend millions in 
negative advertising and hope no-one notices that about the only thing he points to as an 
“accomplishment" is blocking an African American from being a Federal Judge in eastern 
North Carolina. Ms. Ross was an effective State legislator who has attended many MAPAC 
events, and who supported equitable tax rates and progressive economic and government 
investment policies, and can be expected to continue along the same line if elected to the 
Senate. Sean Haugh suffers from the same limitations as other Libertarians, the Libertarian 
Party core platform. There is no modern non-third world nation run according to Libertarian 
principles, and much of the government structure Libertarians want to remove was put into 
place in the late 19th and the first part of the 20th century to cure massive problems caused 
by the Libertarian type system of government used in the United States at the time. 
Therefore, MAPAC endorses Deborah Ross for United States Senate.!
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Non-Statewide Federal Elections!

US House of Representatives General"
Districts 01 (left below) and District 04 (right below) are heavily gerrymandered districts. 
District boundaries have been set to isolate as much as possible of the African American 
population and the college educated population considered likely to vote Democratic from 
adjoining populations and Congressional Districts, resulting in absurdly shaped districts. The 
purpose of this sequestering is to “sacrifice” Districts 01 and 04, and a third district, District 
12 (center below) to the Democrats in exchange for the Republicans gaining control of the 
other Congressional Districts in central and eastern North Carolina. The practical impact of 
this gerrymandering is to disenfranchise most of the Democratic and independent voter 
population in all but Statewide elections, and to prevent African Americans from exerting 
meaningful political influence. North Carolina is nearly evenly divided between Republicans 
and Democrats, but its Congressional delegation and its representatives in the State 
legislature are overwhelmingly Republican as result of gerrymandering. Similar measures 
have been taken to assure Republican ascendency in the North Carolina State legislature. !

US House of Representatives District 01 (Durham County)"
Democratic Congressman G. K. Butterfield was first elected in 2004. Prior to that he was 
appointed, in 2001 by then Governor Mike Easley, to the North Carolina Supreme Court. 
After completing law school, Congressman Butterfield began his distinguished legal career as 
a civil rights attorney. For 14 years, Butterfield practiced law across eastern North Carolina 
representing mostly low-income clients who needed legal services. He also focused on 
protecting civil rights, winning several voting rights cases that earned him the reputation of a 
principled litigator. He strongly believed in hard work and playing by the rules, and always 
worked to expand opportunity to all Americans and ensure the poor and middle class had a 
seat at the decision making table. From the courts to Congress, G. K. Butterfield has always 
fought for equality of opportunity. Butterfield was active in organizing voter registration 
drives after the enactment of the Voting Rights Act in 1965, and organized a student march 
from the State Capital in Raleigh to the Wilson County Courthouse to dramatize the 
importance of voter registration. Congressman Butterfield has focused on promoting anti-
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poverty programs, expanding economic development and job creation, protecting voting 
rights, advocating for increased diversity in leadership positions in corporate America. He 
has criticized North Carolina’s attempt to compromise the integrity of our elections by 
requiring an ID when a person votes. On immigration, Butterfield states that as a nation of 
immigrants, we must treat all of those who come from other countries with respect. On war, 
he believes America must learn from the difficult lessons of the Iraq War. If military action is 
necessary, it should only be taken as a last resort, and after careful planning and 
consideration of consequences to our troops and to our country. He supported the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) throughout its development, passage, and implementation. On redistricting, 
Butterfield believes that the redistricting process should reflect the will of the people, and 
therefore continues to support the ability of a democratically-elected legislature to draw 
district lines. However, it is clear that there are those in the legislature who wish to use the 
process to not draw compact, practical districts that reflects its region, but rather to cravenly 
exploit every political advantage possible from the process. Representative Butterfield 
advocates things that will allow District 1 to be a good region in the short term and offers a 
vision for integration of diversity, job creation, equality and justice. Butterfield’s strong record 
of public service, connections and experience in Washington will most likely result in his 
being re-elected.!

Republican H. Powell Dew, Jr. is an advocate of a conservative Christian Republican 
representing this district in Washington. He strongly agrees with the NC Republican 2015 
Report of the Platform Committee which included statements that the family is the bedrock 
of our nation, marriage should be between one man and one woman, the free enterprise 
system is the best economic system to reward those that work hard and encourage wealth 
generation to provide for their families and communities. Dew believes in life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness and the fundamental role of government is to protect the inherent rights 
guaranteed to us in the US Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and the Bill of 
Rights and supports the free exercise of religion and oppose any restrictions on that. Dew 
believes we should be allowed to open our public and private meetings in prayer without the 
interference by the courts or a few disgruntled people. He also opposes all types of abortions. 
Dew promises to promote the idea of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ at every opportunity. 
On public education, Dew believes the Federal Government should get out of the public 
education business and give that responsibility to the State. Dew’s position on immigration is 
that we cannot deport the millions of people that are law abiding and are caught by an 
immigration system that cannot process the vast numbers of people already here. We do need 
to create a better process of speeding up the citizenship process, with careful screening for 
criminals and those on "watch lists." He supports increased American intervention in Iraq 
and Syria and beyond in order to prevent governments hostile to the United States from 
possessing a nuclear weapon. Dew’s conservative position may have some appeal but due to 
redistricting, it would be very difficult for him to win.!
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Libertarian Joseph Summerell's platform is based on the primary foundation of both 
economic justice and social justice. Emphasizing education as the best option for individuals 
to achieve their personal and economic potential, his position also focuses on protecting 
liberties, freedoms and the Constitution. Summerell is concerned about job creation in his 
district as District 1 ranks fourth from the bottom in terms of poverty. His campaign and the 
Libertarian Party, strongly support protections for the environment and help improve the 
condition of our state by growing our economy to where people everywhere can support 
themselves with jobs. Summerell’s position on redistricting opposes what he terms the 
present “corrupt redistricting practices”, employed by both Republicans and Democrats, 
saying such processes have resulted in eroding the ‘political middle’ (where most political 
compromises are made). Summerell and his Libertarian Party say they could effectively 
address this festering problem. Although Mr. Summerell attended MAPAC’s Town Hall 
meeting in Durham on September 22, 2016 and took many positions popular in our 
community, he is not in an advantageous position to win the election.!

Given the three choices, MAPAC endorses incumbent G. K. Butterfield.!
US House of Representatives District 02 (Wake County)"
District 02 is one district where there is an outside chance the Republican led North Carolina 
Legislature effort to disenfranchise as many Democratic voters as possible could backfire. The 
State legislature creating this district could only achieve a relatively small Republican 
majority, so a large Democratic voter turnout could win if there is a weak Republican turnout, 
or if a number of Republicans disillusioned with the extremist wing domination of their party 
vote with the Democrats. This District may actually become what its creators never intended, 
a competitive one, i.e. one in which the average voter can feel his/her vote actually counts. 
Republican Congressman George Holding is running against Democratic newcomer John P. 
McNeil. Congressman Holding is by most accounts the most “conservative” man in 
Congress. Mr. McNeil, a Raleigh based attorney and Marine Corp veteran, has a decidedly 
and unapologetically progressive outlook. Both men are Wake Forest University graduates, 
and both lawyers. Holding is a former Jesse Helms protégée, and, before first being elected to 
Congress in 2012, was a successful US Prosecuting Attorney. While Holding voted for such 
sensible measures as the Iran Nuclear Deal, he also voted for the 2013 Government 
Shutdown, a stunt engineered by Ted Cruz. Holding also supported the extremist Cruz in the 
Republican Primaries, and often votes with the most extreme wing of the Republican Party 
against even the Republican Party House Leadership. In our view, Congressman Holding is 
not necessarily a bad man, but he is a man who too often has blindly taken the side of 
obstructionists who, even knowing their views are in the minority, tried to blackmail the 
executive branch into taking their position by threatening to wreck the economy with stunts 
like government shutdowns. These extremist need to loose one of their most reliable votes, 
and MAPAC endorses John P. McNeil for US House of Representatives District 02. !
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US House of Representatives District 04 (Wake and Durham Counties)"
This is a two way contest between Democratic incumbent Congressman David Price and 
political newcomer Republican Sue Googe. District 04 is a heavily gerrymandered district, 
“sacrificed” to the Democrats. District 04 was set up to include nearly all of the voters who 
would otherwise turn two or more other Districts into ones in which both Parties would have 
to competed based on the strength of their ideas and proposals into Districts that are reliably 
Republican no matter who the incumbent is or what the incumbent does. As a practical 
matter, it is virtually impossible for David Price to loose this election. Sue Goog is an 
interesting new comer, a recent immigrant with a decidedly pro immigrant stance, and a 
position on health care that the ruling powers in the Republican Party would consider 
anathema, if not outright heresy. While Ms. Googe is not your typical, modern extremist anti-
everything but more spending for the military and tax breaks for the rich Republican, she is 
not the middle of the road, progressive MAPAC generally prefers either. Congressman Price 
is, on the other hand, an experienced veteran of the House with a progressive outlook. Price 
continues to try to work “across the aisle” even as Republican Party congressmen willing to 
consider some “happy middle ground” become increasingly rare due to Congressional 
District boundary gerrymandering effectively disenfranchising the independents and 
moderates of both parties in all but Statewide elections. Additionally, Congressman Price has 
consistently not only been willing to work with and listen to the Islamic Community, he has 
also reached out to our community after incidents that left other politicians scrabbling to 
distance themselves from us. Even if this seat was not gerrymandered to guarantee his win, 
MAPAC would still endorse David Price for US House of Representatives District 04.!

Statewide Elections - Executive Branch!

Governor"
There are three candidates running for Governor, incumbent Pat McCrory, the Libertarian 
candidate, Lon Cecil, and Attorney General Roy Cooper. The race between Governor 
McCrory and Attorney General Cooper is extremely close, and Mr. Cecil has no chance of 
winning. McCrory was a 7 term Mayor of Charlotte, and prior to that served on the Charlotte 
City Council for 3 terms. Prior to coming to the capital as Governor, McCrory had a 
reputation as a moderate Republican. While McCory claims credit for North Carolina’s 
recovery from the recession and success in recruiting new businesses, the recession recovery 
is almost entirely the result of actions taken at the Federal Government level coupled with the 
groundwork done by preceding, Democratic administrations. North Carolina had 
proportionally more “shovel ready” projects ready when the economic development stimulus 
package was passed during the first year of Obama’s term in office than did other states, and 
these programs have provided the massive cash and job infusions into the State for which 
McCrory is attempting to claim credit. McCrory has been a disappointment as Governor. The 
more radical Republicans controlling the legislature routinely ignore him. When McCrory 
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does work up the nerve to use his veto power, his vetoes are overridden. Rather than 
exercising leadership power and going to the people of the State to pressure the State 
legislature into adopting less racially prejudiced positions and less regressive taxes, economic 
and education programs, or reaching out to Democrats and the remnant of sensible 
Republicans still in the legislature to try to build a progressive coalition, McCory instead 
abandoned whatever principles he had to try to appease the extremist in his own party. 
McCrory refused to veto the Anti-Sharia Law bill even as he recognized its faults, and led the 
charge on HB2, which has been economically disastrous to the State, and will likely severely 
impede the recruitment of the “high end” type development that has made the Triangle and 
the Charlotte areas among the most prosperous in the nation. Lon Cecil is, well, a Libertarian, 
and there is simply no reason, theoretical or empirical, to believe that the Libertarian 
platform would work even if, as Governor, he somehow managed to get anyone in the 
Legislature to go along with it. Roy Cooper is a Democrat in the mold of Jim Hunt, who 
believes in the role of the State as an investor in people, through a strong education system, 
and in industry, through a robust, forward looking investment in infrastructure. If elected, 
Cooper will have serious problems with the State legislature, unless and until the 
gerrymandering that allows the legislature to escape accountability to the voters, is undone, 
but he can not have any worse problems than has had McCrory, and can be excepted to at 
least stand up and speak for the best interest of North Carolina. MAPAC endorses Roy 
Cooper for Governor.!
Council of State - Lt. Governor"
Incumbent Dan Forest is beings challenged by Libertarian Jacki Cole and Democrat Linda 
Coleman. Candidly, as long as the Governor is living and functioning, this is a difficult 
position from which to accomplish much (assuming the State Senate is not locked in 
perpetual tie votes, which can be broken by the Lt. Governor). Linda Coleman, as a former 
Wake County Commissioner and a former member of the State Legislator, is used to 
accomplishing things, and if any of the three candidates is to make something useful of the 
office, it would be her. Jacki Cole, as a political neophyte with no power base on which to 
draw, has little chance of doing anything and is seemingly in the race just so the Libertarians 
can say that they had someone in the race. The Lt. Governor position is a statewide office,and 
cannot be protected by gerrymandering, The election of Coleman, an African American 
woman as well as a Democrat, would send a strong message to the Republican membership 
in the State legislature that the State as a whole is fed up with their racist legislation, their 
gerrymandering and their wealth redistribution policies, and if they expect to continue to 
hold power they are going to have to do something other than appease their Tea Party base. 
Accordingly, MAPAC endorses Linda Coleman for Lt. Governor.!
Council of State - NC Attorney General"
Republican Buck Newton is running against Democrat Josh Stein for this position, being 
vacated by Roy Cooper, who is running for Governor. Buck Newton is the mastermind 
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behind HB 2, voted for SB181 and voted for the anti-Muslim anti-Sharia law bill, and is part 
and parcel of the State legislative leadership and voting majority that has slashed per pupil 
educational spending in North Carolina and shifted the tax burdens to the poor and middle 
classes to fund tax breaks for the wealthy. Josh Stein opposed the same measures that Buck 
Newton supported, while serving as an effective assistant to Roy Cooper in the Attorney 
General’s office. The endorsement for this office is an “easy call”. MAPAC endorses Josh 
Stein for NC Attorney General. !
Council of State - NC Auditor"
Democratic incumbent Beth A. Wood is a long-time public servant with 28 years of auditing 
experience. She previously worked in the State Auditor’s Office for more than a decade and 
also served in the State Treasurer’s Office. During her prior time in the State Auditor’s Office, 
Wood was instrumental in bringing the state’s compliance supplements up to federal 
standards and ensuring that federal grants were used as intended. Wood was a leader in 
redesigning the Auditor’s Office training program to make training more relevant to state 
auditors’ work. She taught a variety of professional courses for the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the North Carolina Association of Certified Public 
Accountants (NCACPA). Ms. Wood has identified hundreds of millions of dollars in wasteful 
spending, maintained objectivity and independence in the Auditor’s office, produced audits 
with irrefutable findings, aggressively presented audit reports for legislative action and 
followed up on previous audits to ensure corrective actions are taken and continues to 
identify abusive and wasteful spending of taxpayer dollars. Medicaid continues to be 
problematic for the State. Medicaid is a $14 billion program. In 2015 an audit by Wood found 
that the State overpaid $845 million dollars to providers for medical expenses covered by 
Medicaid. Wood is the only candidate in this race that is a practicing CPA and whose 
background and experience is directly related to the work the Office of the State Auditor is 
charged to do. Beth Wood has met with MAPAC members and been endorsed by MAPAC in 
the past. !

Republican Challenger Chuck Stuber was an FBI Special Agent or Chief Investigator for the 
State Board of Elections. He has a passion for public service and making sure our government 
is able to do its best for its citizens as laid out in our federal and state Constitutions. He was 
responsible for white collar crime and corruption investigations, and uncovering voter fraud 
and other activities that erode the public faith in our electoral system. Stuber is seeking the 
State Auditor position since he was educated as an accountant and lawyer and has on-the-job 
investigative experience he feels can take the State Auditor’s office to a new level of oversight 
and investigation in uncovering fraud and abuse in state government. Stuber believes in 
raising the bar of activity in the Auditor’s Office to a higher level, not only to increase the 
opportunities of finding fraud, waste and abuse of taxpayer dollars in State government, but 
also to serve as a deterrent to those who might consider doing something wrong. While 
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Stuber has impressive experience as an FBI agent, it is not clear that he offers any real 
advantages over the incumbent.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses incumbent Beth A. Wood. !
Council of State - NC Commissioner of Agriculture"
Incumbent Republican Steve Troxler is being challenged by Democrat Walter Smith. While 
most Muslim Americans in North Carolina are concentrated in urban areas, with little direct 
contact with the work of the Commissioner of Agriculture other than perhaps attending the 
annual State Fair, agriculture is a vital part of the North Carolina economy and the 
Commissioner of Agriculture an important position for the State. Serving since 2005, Troxler 
has run a largely scandal free operation that appears to be on the whole serving the State 
well, and has resisted calls from the extremist wing of his party to make the State Fair an 
open party for the “tote your gun everywhere” pro NRA crowd. While we wish he would 
overtly oppose the extremist measures passed by the State Legislature to try to stifle whistle 
blowers for factory farm abuses, we found no evidence that Commissioner Troxler supported 
passing such measures. Similarly, we wish Commissioner Troxler would consider some of his 
opponent’s ideas about using his office to find ways to ease the food shortages that plague 
portions of the North Carolina underclass. Challenger Walter Smith seems to be qualified for 
the job of Commissioner of Agriculture, but we just do not see enough in what Walter Smith 
proposes to justify “firing” Commissioner Troxler, and accordingly MAPAC endorses 
Commissioner Troxler for reelection.!
Council of State - NC Commissioner of Insurance"
Incumbent Democrat Wayne Goodwin is being challenged by Republican Mike Causey. The 
NC Commissioner of Insurance is one of those Council of State Offices that has had few 
inhabitants, with the people of the State reelecting the incumbents over and over again until 
they retire. This is because the incumbents have done a good job, scandals are rare if not non-
existent, the rates North Carolinians pay for insurance compare well with other States, 
insurance company failures are rare, and insurance fraud is vigorously prosecuted by the 
Office of Commissioner of Insurance. Incumbent Wayne Goodwin is seeking his third term, 
Mike Causey is running for the office for the fifth time (he lost the previous 4 times). Causey’s 
previous losses are perhaps do to the same reason his current campaign is unlikely to 
succeed, he is campaigning to correct problems that do not objectively appear to exist. We can 
find no reason to “fire” Goodwin, and no reason to hire Causey. MAPAC endorses 
Commissioner Goodwin for reelection.!
Council of State - NC Commissioner of Labor"
Democrat Charles Meeker is challenging Republican incumbent Cherie Berry. During Charles 
Meeker’s 10 years as Mayor, Raleigh’s downtown experienced a dramatic revival and the 
City won countless awards as one of the best places to live and to work in the U.S. His 
emphasis on collaboration and teamwork was the reason Meeker was such a popular and 
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successful public servant. Prior to serving as the Mayor of Raleigh, Meeker was a managing 
partner in a major law firm, gaining experience which will help effectively run the 
Commissioner of Labor office. Once elected, Meeker promises to improve worker safety, 
ensure accurate classification of workers, and to make sure that workers are paid what they 
are owed. Meeker believes that HB2 should be repealed and that local governments, 
including cities, should be allowed to make up their own decisions as to what the minimum 
wage is within their jurisdictions. Meeker has proven to be an effective and accountable 
leader who promises to protect North Carolina workers and ensure fairness for all employers. 
Charles Meeker has attended several MAPAC events and was endorsed several times before 
by MAPAC as the Mayor of Raleigh and has been supportive of the Muslim community. !

Republican Cherie Berry is the current North Carolina Commissioner of Labor, a member of 
the North Carolina Council of State and head of the North Carolina Department of Labor. A 
businesswoman, Berry served in the North Carolina House of Representatives from 1993 to 
2000, where she chaired the commerce committee. In November 2000, Berry was elected state 
labor commissioner, the first woman to hold the post. Berry was criticized in a newspaper 
report on poultry plant oversight, and concerns have been expressed that her approach to 
labor law and safety violations does provide as much deterrent value as that which could be 
achieved by a more aggressive, punitive approach. Berry's fundraising has also been called 
into question by the Charlotte Observer. Berry promised if re-elected, she would continue to 
work to keep North Carolinians safe at work. Prior to her current position, Ms. Berry served 
four terms in the N.C. House and has experience working with citizens from all backgrounds 
for a common purpose. Berry opposes the $15 per hour minimum wage at the Federal level 
because of the economically diverse nature of our Country and our State. She believes that 
millions of people would be impacted negatively by a higher minimum wage, because at that 
hourly rate, employers will no longer employ less qualified people. On HB 2, she believes 
that it was an over-reaction by the legislature to an over-reaction by the Charlotte City 
Council. Berry believe that HB2 should be repealed and the Charlotte ordinance should be 
overturned.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses the challenger Charles Meeker for NC 
Commissioner of Labor.!
Council of State - NC Secretary of State"
The Secretary of State is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, Council of State positions. Unlike 
most other States, the NC Secretary of State does not get involved in certifying elections, and 
is more concerned with maintenance of State records, including which business and 
corporations are registered with the State. This office has not traditionally been a 
controversial one, and its occupants have typically held it for long tenures spanning 
numerous election cycles. The current Secretary of State, Democrat Elaine Marshall, has held 
the office since being the first woman to win a statewide office in 1996. Marshall maintains 
the tradition of a low key, scandal free, efficient, apolitical operation established by her 

�18FALL 2016 ELECTIONSVOTER RECOMMENDATIONS



predecessors. Marshall’s opponent this election cycle is Tea Party type Michael LaPaglia 
whose website offers no specifics as to what he would do different as Secretary of State, only 
the vague statement that the office needs “a conservative in the Secretary of State’s office that 
will work to get government out of the way and allow North Carolina’s entrepreneurs and 
business owners to thrive.” The North Carolina “Conservatives” in the legislature have 
already pulled stunts literately costing North Carolina entrepreneurs and business owners 
hundreds of millions of dollars, so it is difficult to understand why anyone interested in 
improving the North Carolina economy would want to bring the same ideology to the 
Secretary of State Office. This is clearly a situation in which something is not broken and does 
not need fixing. MAPAC endorses Elaine Marshal for re-election as NC Secretary of State. !
Council of State - NC Superintendent of Public Instruction"
Democrat June Atkinson has been at this position for over a decade. She has been trusted to 
put students first and worked tirelessly on behalf of public education. By listening to 
teachers, parents, and students and traveling to all 115 school districts, Atkinson claims to 
have consistently used fresh and innovative ideas to improve education. Atkinson has been 
able to increase the North Carolina graduation rate from 68 percent when she first became 
state superintendent to an all-time high of nearly 86 percent this past year. Ms. Atkinson has 
advocated for teacher raises, more resources, and more opportunities for each child. On the 
campaign, she has promised to continue to form and support coalitions with groups 
supporting public schools and teachers. Atkinson has established several strategies for 
improving the educational standards across the state and expanding business support for 
schools. Atkinson’s efforts led her to receiving over 20 state and national awards for her 
contributions to public education and children success. Atkinson’s future goals include 
increasing the high graduation rate to nearly 100 percent, graduating high school students 
who will not need remediation when entering community colleges, universities, or 
workplace; improving reading and mathematics achievement, and having a comprehensive 
and competitive teacher compensation program.!

Republican Challenger Mark Johnson serves as an elected leader of one of North Carolina’s 
largest school districts and is corporate counsel at an international technology company 
based in Winston-Salem. Johnson decided to run for Superintendent of Public Instruction 
after constantly hearing frustrations from constituents and school leaders about the lack of 
urgency at the top of the agency to reform education. Having served as a teacher, an 
education leader, and as a father of a young daughter, improving education in North 
Carolina is a personal mission for Johnson in order to provide high paying jobs to an 
educated and trained workforce. Johnson has been an advocate for increase in teacher pay, 
constantly voted for ethical government, clean air and water, and education. Johnson has 
voted against racial discrimination, gerrymandering, and shifting the tax burden to middle 
and lower income North Carolinians. Johnson supports full repeal of HB2. Mark Johnson 
voted against voter suppression legislation because it was a blatant attempt to prevent 
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African-American citizens from voting. Johnson supports the expansion of health care 
coverage because it would improve the health and lives of North Carolinians and would also 
create thousands of needed jobs. Johnson co-sponsored HB 330, which would have 
significantly expanded Medicaid coverage in our state.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses the incumbent June Atkinson.!
Council of State - NC Treasurer"
A lifelong North Carolinian, Democratic incumbent Daniel T. Blue, Jr. emphasizes the values 
of hard work, faith, and education as the essential keys to a successful future. Prior to his 
public service, Blue was an attorney with a degree from Duke. First elected to the North 
Carolina House of Representative in 1980, Dan Blue has spent his entire career in public life 
fighting for the interests of working families: better education opportunities, jobs and 
economic development for the state, workers' comp and workers' safety, access to health care, 
and retirement security for our seniors. Blue has consistently been rated one of the most 
effective members of the General Assembly. As a House Representative, Senator Blue was re-
elected eleven times. In 1991, Dan was elected Speaker of the House, where he cut millions of 
dollars in wasteful government spending, creating the climate for the state's unprecedented 
economic growth in the 1990's. In addition to serving as Speaker of the House, Dan has 
served as Chairman of the Judiciary and Appropriations committees. As Treasurer, Blue 
promises that he will aggressively negotiate with our key vendors to reduce costs [PBM, TPA] 
and will maintain a long-term goal of improving health care within our covered population; a 
healthier population will reduce costs of care. Furthermore, Blue wans to maintain our AAA 
bond rating. Blue opposed HB 2 which has had a severe impact on the State economy and has 
marred North Carolina’s reputation. If HB 2 is not repealed Blue believes it will affect our 
ability to maintain our AAA credit rating in the long term. !

Republican Challenger Dale R. Folwell is a conservative who claims to consistently find 
conservative and common sense solutions. Folwell is a leader with a strong legislative track 
record. He is committed to putting North Carolinians first. His entire career has been focused 
on doing what he feel is right for his family, his clients, his community, and the State of North 
Carolina. Dale Folwell has achieved decades of experience as a highly successful investor and 
financial consultant and has served as Assistant Secretary of Commerce, two years as Speaker 
Pro Tempore of the North Carolina House of Representatives, four terms as Representative to 
the NC House, and eight years on the WSFC School Board. Dale has spent many hours 
volunteering his time helping others and working for charities. He is known across the state 
as an intelligent, honest person with a big heart. A man of his word, Dale Folwell has a 
proven track record of working hard and getting things fixed. Folwell plans to reduce fees by 
at least $100 million dollars. He served eight years on the Winston Salem/Forsyth County 
Board of Education and eight years in the North Carolina General Assembly where he 
authored 29 major pieces of legislation that he believe saved minds, lives and billions of 
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dollars for North Carolinians. Folwell recognizes the contentious issue of HB 2 and its 
negative consequences on the state economy but optimistic that the issue will be resolved.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses Dan Blue III.!

State Legislative Branch !

North Carolina State Senate 15 (Wake County) "
Incumbent John Alexander voted yes for HB 2 and yes for SB181, but was not in the Senate 
when the anti-Sharia Law bill was passed. His vote for making racial, religious and other 
discrimination easier (HB 2) and against democracy in Wake County (SB181) disqualify 
Alexander from any positive consideration by MAPAC. Brad Hessel, the Libertarian 
Candidate, in his campaign material has not espoused a strict “party line”and actually 
articulates rationale, sensible positions on public education and other issues. Brad Hessel, 
though, even if elected, would be isolated and likely unable to prove effective. Laurel 
Deagan-Fricke, the Democratic candidate and a Native American with little use for racial or 
economic discrimination, could be a real plus for the working people of Wake County and 
the State and for minority groups throughout North Carolina. Accordingly, MAPAC 
endorses Laurel Deagan-Fricke for State Senate 15.!
North Carolina State Senate 16 (Wake County) "
This is another election that is easy to call, and for which it is easy to select a preferred 
candidate. Democrat Jay Chaudhuri was appointed to fill Josh Stein’s seat, and is now 
running for election for the first time. The son of immigrants, Senator Chaudhuri has 
progressive views, opposes HB 2, and supports public education. Opposing Senator 
Chaudhuri is Republican Eric Weaver. Mr. Weaver is not without positive points. His views 
on the State lottery are spot on, and he appears to be the kind of person who would make an 
fine next door neighbor. Some of his political views are, however, downright frightening. Mr. 
Weaver promises if elected to “introduce a bill which gives a person in an home, motor 
vehicle, or workplace the presumption of the fear of death or serious bodily injury when two 
or more people who appear to be acting in concert unlawfully enter or attempt to enter the 
home, motor vehicle, or workplace within one mile of any mob actions that are being or have 
recently been committed.” Put into laymen terms, this is a law that would make use of lethal 
force legal where it would not otherwise be legal if the killing location was within a mile of a 
“mob action”, (i.e. a demonstration by anyone other than white Christian males). This 
promised bill would be a companion to another one Mr. Weaver promises to introduce, 
which would in effect make it legal to run over demonstrators blocking roads. (see 
Mr.Weavers own web site for details, http://www.ericweaver.info/57-2/). MAPAC 
emphatically endorses Jay Chaudhuri for State Senate 16.!
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North Carolina State Senate 17 (Wake County) "
Incumbent Republican Tamara Barringer voted yes for the anti-Sharia law bill, and voted yes 
for HB 2, the bill to make racial, religious, and other discrimination easier in North Carolina. 
While she did at least have the decency to vote no on SB181, the bill intended to regain in the 
State House what the Republicans in Wake County lost at the ballot box, it is not enough to 
redeem her, and MAPAC can not consider Barringer for an endorsement. Barringer’s 
opponents are Libertarian Susan J. Hogarth and Democrat Susan P. Evans. Ms. Evans has 
been a member of the Wake County Board of Education since 2011, and is running on a 
platform of: restoring teacher pay to the same relative level it was at relative to other States 
until the present legislative majority reduced it to 41st in the nation; restoration of an 
equitable tax system, and; an end to gerrymandering. Susan Hogarth does not appear to take 
her campaign seriously, so it is difficult for us to give it any serious consideration. MAPAC 
endorses Susan P. Evans for State Senate 17.!
North Carolina State Senate 18 (Wake County) "
Incumbent Republican Chad Barefoot voted yes for the anti-Sharia Law Bill, yes for HB 2, the 
Bill to make racial, religious, and other discrimination easier, and yes for SB181, the Bill to 
allow the Republicans to regain in the Statehouse what it lost at the Wake County ballot box. 
Barefoot has a Tea Party wing nut kind of outlook and worldview, and is a part of the Senate 
leadership that has worked so hard to send the State backwards. Democrat Gil Johnson has 
been on the Franklin County Board of Education since 2005 including two years as Vice-Chair 
and four years as Chair. Johnson also serves on the Board of Directors of Feeding Franklin, 
Inc. and the Franklin County Education Foundation. A Jim Hunt” kind of Democrat, Johsnon 
wants to focus on education, infrastructure and jobs. MAPAC endorses Gil Johnson for 
State Senate 18.!
North Carolina State Senate 20 (Durham County) "
Incumbent Senator Democrat Floyd B. McKissick, Jr. was elected to the North Carolina Senate 
becoming the Deputy Minority (Democratic) leader in the Senate and chairman of the North 
Carolina Legislative Black Caucus. Prior to his election, he was a North Carolina attorney 
specializing in Civil Litigation. He practiced Family Law, Business Law and Commercial 
Litigation and Land Use and Zoning Law, Contract Disputes, and Administration Law. 
McKissick also served on the Durham City Council for eight years learning the issues of his 
constituents. He co-authored a guide book for the International Trade Administration in the 
U.S. Department of Commerce on Attracting Foreign Direct Investment to the United States 
(1981). However, in January 2003, McKissick was disciplined by the NC State Bar for 
professional misconduct involving a conflict of interest, receiving a formal reprimand from 
the bar's grievance committee. The bar found that McKissick improperly represented both 
sides in a 2000 dispute involving the estate decisions of an elderly man. The conflict, between 
the man and his younger caretaker, spawned a civil case, as well as criminal charges of elder 
abuse against the caretaker. In disciplining McKissick, the state bar cited evidence that 
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McKissick violated his duty. McKissick is an outspoken advocate for marijuana 
decriminalization, against redistricting and job creation. His mixed record is somewhat 
impressive but he has not attended MAPAC Town Hall meetings. However, he has strong 
roots in Durham politics and will mostly likely maintain his position.!

Libertarian Challenger Barbara Howe is concerned about continued government growth and 
the loss of freedom. Howe says government must respect individual rights and advocates 
personal responsibility. Howe believes you should be able to live your life as you see fit as 
long as you recognize the equal right of others to do the same. She calls on the government to 
get out of the way of job creation, empower parents to educate their children, end corporate 
welfare, protect individual rights, institute a moratorium on the death penalty and protect 
individual rights. Howe is firmly opposed to any tax increase, and believes that rampant 
increases in Government spending is the cause of North Carolina's budget problems. While 
she supports the Racial Justice Act, Howe would prefer to abolish the death penalty outright. 
She displays mixed emotions about the Voter ID law. Howe has no strong fundamental 
problem with being able to know if a person who is voting is who they say they are. But, 
Howe is concerned that the implementation of Voter ID requirements will disenfranchise 
certain groups and she is not persuaded that a significant problem even exists. One step to 
greater voter participation is to allow greater access to the ballot. Easing ballot restrictions 
would encourage greater voter participation. As a Libertarian, Howe wants government out 
of the issue of abortion all together, meaning no taxpayer funding of abortions and no 
interference in a woman's medical decisions by requiring procedures before one can obtain 
an abortion. Howe did not attended the MAPAC Town Hall meeting.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses incumbent Floyd B. McKissick, Jr.!
North Carolina State Senate 22 (Durham County) "
Incumbent Democrat Mike Woodard is being challenged this year by Republican T. Greg 
Doucette. Senator Woodard opposed the State legislature voter suppression measures, 
education cuts, and health care denial for the working poor and others on the lower end of 
the economic spectrum. Woodard opposed HB 2, and did not vote on the 2013 Anti-Sharia 
Law Bill (he is shown as having an “excused absence” at the time of the vote). Republican T. 
Greg Doucette has stated that he would have opposed both HB 2 and the 2013 Anti-Sharia 
Law Bill, and also takes many other positions contrary to current Republican orthodoxy. A 
practicing trial lawyer, Mr. Doucette proposes some practical, concrete ways to reform the 
criminal justice system in North Carolina, reduce the injustice suffered by those who can not 
afford legal representation, and save large sums of money at the State and local levels in the 
process by eliminating unnecessary incarcerations. Mr. Doucett also strongly disagrees with 
much of the tax policy of the Republican led legislature, and does not agree with that policies 
fundamental assumption that shifting the tax burden from the wealthy to the poor and 
middle classes is the best economic policy for the State. While we do not agree with his 
position on educational vouchers and charter schools, there is much to like about Mr. 
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Docuette, and his views would bring a sorely needed different perspective to the Republicans 
within the legislature. However, as much as we would like to see Mr. Doucett in the North 
Carolina Senate, we can not justify throwing out Senator Woodard to get him there. MAPAC 
endorses Senator Mike Woodard for North Carolina State Senate 22.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 011 (Wake County) "
Libertarian Brian Lewis is challenging the Democratic Incumbent for this legislative seat. Mr. 
Lewis from 2008 to 2013 was the front line of defense against all proposals before the General 
Assembly that would privatize public education, including tax credits for students with 
special needs, opportunity scholarships for children living in poverty and charter school 
expansion. He always opposed all efforts to “drain funds from public schools,” especially for 
private schools that he describes as “unaccountable” and “scams” for the North Carolina 
taxpayer and the children they served. Brian believes that no child should ever face a choice 
between achieving and failure. Mr. Lewis has not attended a MAPAC Town Hall but has 
some vision and experience at the General Assembly.!

Democratic State Representative Duane Hall sponsored and passed legislation that has now 
become North Carolina law. He serves as the House Minority Freshman Leader. As a 
practicing attorney, the Speaker appointed Hall to serve on the North Carolina Courts 
Commission. Hall authored a bill to protect online privacy that has passed the House and 
headed to the Senate and a Juvenile bill that will stop North Carolina from being one of only 
two states that continue to treat children as adults. Hall spoke out on the House floor and 
offered several amendments to fix the voter ID bill that would disproportionately place 
voting hurdles before the elderly and minorities. Hall also voted and spoke out against the 
drastic cuts to education. Representative Duane Hall has been fiercely pro-choice and was 
one of the main sponsors of a bill to get North Carolina to a $15 minimum wage by 2020, 
opposed HB 2 from the beginning, and has generally been solid on civil rights issues. Hall 
supports the abolishment of the death penalty, believes the Voter ID law is not good for 
democracy. On gay rights, Hall believes that marriage is civil right and that saying to one 
citizen that they cannot enjoy the same rights as others is wrong no matter what their race, 
creed, disability or sexual orientation. Hall also supports a woman’s right to make their own 
reproductive decisions. With regards to redistricting, Hall stated that both parties have 
abused the redistricting process when given a chance. Therefore, redistricting should be done 
in an impartial or bipartisan manner. Representative Hall has an impressive credentials and is 
expected to be re-elected.!

Republican Ray Martin has indicated he would listen to the demands of the voters such as 
jobs, tax reduction on small business and individuals, return respect to all state employees 
and reduce small business regulations and fees. His campaign proposals would bring about 
higher starting salaries for teachers to bring back “the fire in teachers’ eyes, their passion for 
their subject, and the passion and professionalism to pass on to their students”. Martin’s 
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platform is limited at best and does not have high chance of winning. Also, he has not 
attended MAPAC’s events.!

Given the three choices, MAPAC endorses incumbent Duane Hall.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 030 (Durham County) "
This is one of the easier seats for making a recommendation. We have to commend Ms. Elissa 
Fuchs for taking on the role of challenger, and agree with her position that in a democracy it 
is generally not healthy for any one to run unopposed. That being said, we note that at our 
Town Hall Meeting Ms. Fuchs brought a copy of the US Constitution and stated that her 
philosophy was if it was not “in there” (referring to the Constitution) then “don’t do it”, 
which sounded fine until she later noted that even though it (the Constitution) was a short 
document, she had still not finished reading it. Nothing if not consistent, just as the 
Constitution was a document to which she was committed but had not read, Ms. Fuchs 
during that meeting demonstrated a deep commitment to other ideas with which she 
demonstrated a lack of familiarity in areas as diverse as Health Insurance and police stop and 
frisk tactics. Ms. Fuchs opponent, incumbent Paul Luebke, on the other hand has a 25 year 
service record in the House of consistently advocating for social justice. Unlike Ms. Fuchs, 
Luebke does not support HB2 nor Donald Trump, and far from opposing it, has successfully 
advocated for expanded early voting. MAPAC endorses Paul Luebke for North Carolina 
House Seat 030. [Note: Since this document was originally prepared, Representative 
Luebke regrettably died. His name will remain on the ballot, and the Democratic Party 
will choose his successor. Therefore, the recommendation to vote for Luebke remains 
unchanged].!
North Carolina House of Representatives 034 (Wake County) "
Republican challenger Bill Morris has spent plenty of time standing in the N.C. House 
chamber as a sergeant-at-arms staff member. Morris, a Republican, has worked at the General 
Assembly for two years. Prior to that, he worked as a banker, a builder and a pastor. He was 
named a News & Observer “Tar Heel of the Week” in 2012 for his work as founder of 
Community Outdoor Ministries, where he sought out and assisted homeless people. Morris 
has not attended MAPAC events and his platform is rather limited. !

Democratic incumbent Grier Martin, a lawyer who also is a military veteran who has done 
well for his constituents in the N.C. House. His platform is to bring jobs to North Carolina 
and is encouraging small businesses to keep and add jobs over the next two years. He also 
supported loans that will help small businesses. As an Afghanistan veteran, Martin leads the 
way to improve life for veterans and their families and started the bipartisan Military 
Veterans Caucus, and fights to help veterans get access to health care, especially for traumatic 
brain injuries (TBI), help veterans avoid foreclosure, and provide more educational 
opportunities. For his work the Disabled American Veterans named him their “Legislator of 
the Year.” Martin believes that investing in education is a top priority and is key to jobs, 
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economic recovery, and our future. Martin has voted against racial discrimination, abusive 
gerrymandering, and shifting the tax burden to middle and lower income North Carolinians. 
Martin also supports a full repeal of HB2 and an increase minimum wage. Furthermore, he 
voted against the voter suppression legislation because it was a blatant attempt to prevent 
African-American citizens from voting. He co-sponsored HB 330 to expand Medicaid, he 
believes would improve the health and lives of these North Carolinians and is the right thing 
to do. It would also create thousands of needed jobs. Grier Martin has also attended several 
of MAPAC’s events and was endorsed by the group.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses incumbent Grier Martin.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 035 (Wake County) "
Incumbent Chris Malone has been an elected official at the local, county and state level. He 
was a member on the Wake Forest Town Board of Commissioners from 2001 until 2005 and 
then elected in 2009 to the Wake County School Board. In 2012, Malone was elected as 
Representative in District 35 in the North Carolina House. He was the Wake County 
Republican Party House District 40 Chairman. Rep. Malone led the Wake Forest board to 
pass an amendment to the town charter denying the town the authority to engage in seizure 
of personal property for commercial purposes. He has regularly voted for both personal and 
corporate tax breaks, education, regulatory and administrative reform. He has spoken against 
and called for a repeal of HB 2 because it is costing Wake County and North Carolina too 
much. Malone now calls for a full repeal of HB 2 now but this position was taken after he 
voted for the bill. Malone also support adding anti-discrimination language to state laws. On 
education, Malone favors implementation of innovative learning models as a means to 
improve classroom education for at-risk students and increase parental support for all 
students and their schools.!

Democratic Challenger Terence Everitt believes that the North Carolina General Assembly 
simply has the wrong priorities. Over the past few years, its main focus he believes has been 
passing tax giveaways for millionaires and out-of-state corporations which harmed small 
businesses, middle class families and our schools. He is running for the State House to shift 
the state’s priorities and focus on creating jobs and making certain that every child has an 
opportunity for a world-class education that prepares them for the jobs of the future. Everitt 
favors pay increase for teachers and job creation, college savings plan and child care credit. 
He is an opponent of HB2 because it does nothing to enhance the current laws on the books 
and should be repealed. Everitt believes in raising the minimum wage so average citizens are 
not living in poverty. Everitt opposed the voter ID law because it has removed commonsense 
voting reforms like same-day registration and shortened early voting by a whole week. 
Terence also believes that Medicaid expansion would mean the creation of upwards of 43,000 
jobs in North Carolina and a return of billions of dollars of North Carolina tax dollars that are 
currently being sent to other states.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses the challenger Terence Everitt.!
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North Carolina House of Representatives 036 (Wake County)"
There is a three way race for this office. Republican Nelson Dollar is being challenged by 
Democrat Jennifer Ferrell and Libertarian candidate Steven Seay. Steven Seay is a last minute 
substitute for Brian Irving, who moved out of the District after filing for election. The 
Libertarians do not appear to be taking the contest for House Seat 036 particularly seriously, 
so we will spend no further time discussing their candidate. Jennifer Ferrell was raised in a 
Republican Household but the radicalism that characterizes so much of the current 
Republican Party has left her a Democrat. She is campaigning on equitable tax policies that 
do not transfer wealth from the poor and middle class to the wealthy and for restoration of 
per student education funding to “pre Republican” majority levels. Ms. Ferrell also advocates 
that the legislature reverse its stand on expanding Medicaid to inject $15 billion into the 
North Carolina economy and create 43,000 new jobs. (The majority Republican legislature has 
declined to do this so as to reduce the number of people with Health Insurance and increase 
the costs of Health Insurance for those who do have it. The Republican objective here is to do 
the same as several other Republican controlled States legislatures have done, to deny as 
many people as possible the benefits of the Affordable Health Care Act so that it can be 
declared a failure). Incumbent Representative Dollar has been a recipient of a past MAPAC 
endorsement, has been historically open to the Islamic Community, and supportive of that 
community. However, Dollar was also part and parcel of the radical legislative moves over 
the last 4 years that have struck serious body blows to the public education system in North 
Carolina, and that have attempted to disenfranchise as much of the African American 
community, and any other identifiable group that has historically been more inclined to vote 
Democratic than Republican, as possible. Nelson Dollar also supported the anti-Sharia bill to 
appease the radical Tea Party wing of the party. Dollar was also responsible for a budget with 
serious cuts to the UNC system and denied Medicaid expansion. Representative Dollar, in 
short, has put partisan interests above the State’s interest, and helped to throw the Muslim 
community under the bus to keep the worst elements of the Tea Party happy. This is just too 
much to take, even with his past support of our community. MAPAC endorses Jennifer 
Ferrell for for North Carolina House Seat 036.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 037 (Wake County) "
Libertarian candidate Robert Rose has campaign experience on the committee of Barbara 
Howe and Mike Munger. He also worked as an IT Specialist at International Business 
Machines (IBM) Corporation, 1979-2011. His platform is very limited and he not has attended 
any MAPAC events. !

Democratic candidate Randy Barrow, a school teacher, claims that in our current political 
climate legislators have forgotten that governing is about common sense, compassion and 
compromise. There are differing views on how to accomplish each party’s goals; however, the 
very fabric of our democracy was built on compromise and the use of common sense. He 
emphasizes that as a teacher he appreciates the values of hard work, commitment, discipline 
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and teamwork, instilling the belief that everyone does better when they work together. 
Barrow wants to reverse this trend and help school graduates be in a position to secure jobs 
that pays the bills. Barrow pledges to teach the politicians in Raleigh the values of hard work, 
discipline and teamwork required to start reclaiming and sustaining leadership in our public 
education system rather than just playing partisan politics. Barrow has not attended MAPAC 
events.!

Republican incumbent Linda Hunt-Williams promises to bring a clear voice and principled 
leadership. She plans on continuing to work on the path of creating a livable, prosperous 
State with a strong, vibrant local economy and effective state-of-the-art schools. To support 
this she believes is that our citizens need safe roads, reasonable taxes, efficient and effective 
responsible government. Without this our state cannot continue to prosper.. !

Given the three choices, MAPAC endorses Randy Barrow.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 038 (Wake County) "
Representative Yvonne Lewis Holley, first elected in 2012, was able to obtain funding to begin 
the Healthy Corner Store Initiative that will help provide nutrient rich foods in many food 
desert areas across the State. She promises to continue to fight on this front but also work 
toward Jobs, quality education and other issues important to our community. Yvonne Lewis 
Holley has recently introduced legislation to "ban the box" (which would encourage 
employers to eliminate the question about whether applicants are ex-offenders) and restore 
the earned income tax credit. Holley has also been vocal about the problem of food deserts in 
the state. These positions line up with our values, which is why we are supporting Yvonne 
Lewis Holley over her opponent, Libertarian Olen Watson.!

Libertarian Olen Watson, III strictly follows the Libertarian Party platform and believes that 
governments stifle innovation through regulation, subvert compassion through bureaucracy, 
and suppress achievement through economic manipulation—and in so doing, limit our 
potential to work together voluntarily in achieving shared success and individual fulfillment. 
As a Libertarian Party member of North Carolina Watson holds that state, county, and local 
governments should never stand in the way of the people of North Carolina—of who we are, 
who we can be, and what we can achieve—so long as each individual respects those same 
rights of others. Olen emphasizes personal Freedom and Individual Rights. He acknowledges 
every individual's inalienable right to choose to own and carry firearms or other means of 
self-defense, without government licensing, registration, monitoring, or interference of any 
kind. Watson supports the right of individuals in any commercial or social circumstance to 
associate or not to associate with others as they see fit. He also opposes execution of prisoners 
and has called for the end to the policy of drug prohibition. While he does not advocate the 
use of recreational drugs, Watson believes that the enforcement of drug prohibition is more 
harmful to society than the legal use of recreational drugs could ever be. Libertarians like 
Watson call for the legalization of all recreational drugs and the pardon of individuals 
convicted solely on nonviolent drug charges. Watson calls for the immediate repeal of all 
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laws that encourage or discourage any consensual sexual or family relationships. 
Additionally, Watson calls for the state to leave marriage and domestic relationships to 
religious institutions or private contracts. Watson opposes any attempts by government to 
collect information on the people, except in the constitutionally required performance of its 
duties. Watson believes that people who are not U.S. citizens should enjoy equal treatment 
under the law, regardless of their immigration status. !

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses Yvonne Lewis Holley.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 040 (Wake County) "
Incumbent Republican Marilyn Avila is facing Democratic challenger Joe John. Marilyn Avila 
represents the characteristics of the worst of the modern Republican Party. A principal co-
sponsor of the Anti-Sharia Law Bill, she also co-sponsored HB 2, a law that makes it illegal 
for North Carolina local units of government to adopt measures combatting discrimination of 
any sort, including discrimination based on race and religion. Avila supported the legislation, 
since struck down by the Federal Courts, designed to make it as difficult as possible for 
African Americans to vote. Joe John is a former NC Appellate Court judge who supports use 
of a non-partisan, independent body to draw legislative districts to end gerrymandering, 
supports civil rights, and supports a strong public education system. MAPAC endorses Joe 
John for North Carolina House Seat 040.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 041 (Wake County) "
Democrat Representative Adcock is dedicated to securing equal rights and justice for the 
LGBTQ community, and wants to end legal discrimination in North Carolina through the 
political process. Prior to this position, Adcock served on the Cary City Council. Adcock was 
a cosponsor of the bill introduced in the House during the 2016 short session that would have 
repealed the controversial House Bill 2. Adcock does not support discrimination of any kind 
and promises continue to work to ensure equal rights for everyone. Strengthening public 
education, ensuring a strong economy, and increasing access to health care are the three most 
pressing issues for Adcock. Adcock has voted to raise teacher pay, make capital 
improvements throughout the UNC system, finish the western crime lab, increase newborn 
screening for fatal diseases, protect hospital workers from assault, defend water quality, 
establish needle exchange programs, provide naloxone without a prescription to prevent 
deaths from opiod overdose, and increase opportunities for entrepreneurs to raise capital. 
Adcock voted against redrawing Wake county commission districts, against allowing 
magistrates to decide which of their sworn duties they will perform, and against holding 
retention elections for judges rather than having them compete in regular elections. Adcock 
has worked well with Republicans and Democrats to pass commonsense legislation. She 
opposed HB2. Adcock calls HB2 discrimination plain and simple and says it should be 
repealed. Adcock also favors raising the minimum wage and teacher pay. Furthermore, 
Adcock was against the voter ID law because it was cumbersome, expensive and 
discriminatory solution to a perceived yet never quantified problem. Adcock is in favor of 
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Medicaid expansion. Adcock is outspoken on issues of concern to the community and with a 
clear vision, Adcock has a very good chance of being re-elected.!

Republican Challenger Chris M. Shoffner strongly believes that North Carolina should 
continue its investment in all levels of education because the economy of the future is going 
to demand talented, educated and flexible human capital. So no matter the career path 
someone chooses, it is Shoffner’s view that North Carolina needs to be able to meet people 
where they are and help them develop the skills that lead to employment. Shoffner also 
believes that North Carolina should continue changes that make it easier to start or move a 
business to our state, remove burdensome regulations and continue making changes in the 
tax structure to foster innovation and reward risk taking for start-up businesses and their 
investors. Furthermore, Shoffner favors reducing healthcare costs across the board to benefit 
private employers and wants to make North Carolina a destination for businesses of all sizes. 
Shoffner, unlike his opponent Adcock, believes in the racially discriminatory voter ID law.!

Given the two choices, MAPAC endorses incumbent Gale Adcock.!
North Carolina House of Representatives 049 (Wake County) "
There are three candidates run for House seat 049, incumbent Republican Gary Pendelton, 
Libertarian challenger David Ulmer, and Democratic Challenger Cynthia Ball.!

Mr. Ulmer and some of his fellow Libertarian candidates for other House seats raise an 
interesting argument for sending Libertarians to the North Carolina House of 
Representatives. Under no illusion that the Libertarians have any chance of being a majority 
party, they argue that if the Republicans and the Democrats are both denied a majority by the 
election of a relatively small number of Libertarians, the Libertarians could curtail the past 
practices of both parties, when in the majority, to control the agenda through a small number 
of key leaders, often not even providing their own party members the opportunity to conduct 
detailed study and analysis of proposed legislation. The argument is that a small number of 
Libertarians whose support would be needed by either party to pass legislation, could force 
both parties to a more open and democratic deliberative process. Of course, what is left 
unsaid in this argument is that this same dynamic could be used to force both other parties to 
accept Libertarian positions for which there is no natural Democratic or Republican party 
support. Still, it is tempting to at least consider this strategy, and count on the integrity of the 
elected Libertarians to not abuse the situation.!

Representative Pendelton voted in favor of the anti-Sharia bill, but did not vote on HB 2 (he is 
listed as “Excused Absence” for all HB2 votes. Pendelton did vote in favor of the Republican 
Bill that changed the established method for electing Wake County Commissioners, after the 
2014 election returned control of the Board of Commissioners to Democrats. The objective of 
this bill (SB181) is to do on the County level what gerrymandering did for the Republicans in 
the US Congress, and in the North Carolina General Assembly, allow Republicans to control 
proportionally way more seats than there support in popular vote would otherwise allow. 
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Mr. Pendelton is a retired General, and from his resume and experience appears to have 
many positive qualities, but they are not in MAPAC’s view enough to offset his anti-
democratic and anti-Muslim tendencies. !

Cynthia Ball is a lifetime resident of North Carolina with a long history of civic service, but 
she is running for her first elected office. Concerned by the Republican led legislatures 
measures to reverse the progressive policies in education, economic development, and civil 
rights that made North Caroline a magnet for new growth and relocation from other less 
fortunate areas of the Country, Ms. Ball decided to run for the legislature in 2016. Ms. Ball 
emphatically stated that she would have opposed the Anti-Sharia Law Bill if she would have 
been in office, and supports repealing the voter suppression measures and wealth 
redistribution measures passed by the State legislature in recent years. While we wish she 
had more of the pragmatism that can come with long tenure in elected office, she will bring a 
view point sorely lacking in much of the legislature at present, and in Representative 
Pendelton in particular, and MAPAC endorses Cynthia Ball for North Carolina House Seat 
049. !
North Carolina House of Representatives 050 (Durham County) "
This contest is a rematch of the 2014 election between the same two candidates, Democratic 
incumbent Graig R. Meyer and Republican challenger Rod Chaney. The summary analysis 
we wrote in 2014 still applies. It said: Rod Chaney, is a Southern Baptist Minister who 
supports giving tax dollars to Christian and other private schools, supports tax cuts but 
makes no mention of what State investments and programs he would cut to sustain those tax 
cuts, is seemingly unaware that North Carolina can not by law have, and does not in fact 
have, budget deficits, and believes high unemployment is because for many “character, not 
skill, is the reason why people fail to keep a job”. We do not think North Carolina needs 
another regressive Christian fundamentalist in the State legislature, particularly when there is 
an alternate candidate that wants to go back to the policies that have in the past brought 
North Carolinians prosperity, and accordingly MAPAC endorses Graig R. Meyer.!

Statewide Elections - Judicial Branch!

NC Supreme Court Associate Justice"
This office is arguably the most important State Office on the ballot in 2016. Candidates for 
judgeships can not state how they would or would not rule on specific issues, but in the case 
of this election, incumbent Justice Robert Edmunds has already ruled on issues that will come 
back to the court again because the rulings were so flagrantly bad they have been overturned 
in Federal Court. Justice Edmunds defied all logic and ruled to uphold legislation that the 
radical right-wingers in the State legislature passed to disenfranchise as many African-
American voters as possible. Justice Edmunds voted to uphold gerrymandered legislative 
districts designed to allow those same radical Republicans to retain seats they could not hope 
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to win in an election with any rationally drawn electoral boundaries. North Carolina jurists 
and courts once had a deserved reputation of strictly interpreting the laws and the 
constitution to mean exactly what those documents said, and holding that if the people 
wanted them to be interpreted otherwise they would either amend the constitution or change 
the laws in question. This is no longer the case. Justice Edmunds and a handful of other 
partisan politicians have seized the majority on the Supreme Court and made a mockery of 
the judicial process through their rulings on gerrymandered voting districts, African-
American voter suppression laws, and a thinly disguised legislative scheme to have tax 
dollars diverted to Church Schools, with no oversight measures to see how the money is 
actually spent, a scheme that violates an explicit Constitutional requirement. While there are 
disadvantages to having judges elected by the general population, there is at least one 
advantage, and that is, when judges put their own partisan political values above the law 
they can be unceremoniously removed from office. Regrettably, Justice Edmunds is the only 
one of the offending judges up for reelection this year, and the people will have to wait their 
turn to remove the rest, but there is no reason at all to tolerate Edmunds after November. 
Justice Edmunds is being opposed by Judge Mike Morgan, a respected two decade veteran of 
North Carolina district and superior courts. MAPAC endorses Judge Mike Morgan for NC 
Supreme Court Associate Justice.!
NC Court of Appeals - Stephens-Berger Race"
This is one of the easiest elections for which to make an endorsement. Judge Stephens has 
been on the Court since 2006, has the endorsement of 4 former North Carolina Supreme 
Court Chief Justices and 2 former North Carolina Supreme Court Justices, 3 former Chief 
Judges of the North Carolina Court of Appeals and 3 former Judges of the North Carolina 
Court of Appeals, 18 Past Presidents of the North Carolina Bar Association, and the list goes 
on and on. The NC Bar Association Judicial Performance Evaluation Survey does not address 
Appellate Court Judges, so endorsements are the best way to measure how other lawyers feel 
about a candidate. Judge Stephens has a massive set of endorsements, while her opponent is 
a lawyer whose daddy, Phil Berger, Sr., the radical Republican leader of the State Senate, got 
the law changed so that his son’s name would appear above Judge Stephens on the ballot. 
This partisan legislative interference in the electoral process is, we suppose, an endorsement 
of some sort, but not a good one. MAPAC endorses Judge Linda Stephens for the NC Court 
of Appeals. !
NC Court of Appeals - Murphy-Eagles-Buie Race"
Republican Hunter Murphy, Democrat Margaret Eagles, and the unaffiliated Donald Ray 
Buie are all running to fill this seat. To say Donald Ray Buie is running a low key campaign is 
a gross understatement. While we appreciate the need for judicial candidates to avoid even 
the appearance of huckstering for votes, we can find out so little about Buie other than that 
he filed for election that there is no way we could consider endorsing him. Hunter Murphy 
says that the biggest judicial problem “is activist judges who …create and rewrite our laws”, 
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but says he is in favor of openly partisan judicial elections, is unabashedly Republican, and 
makes no mention of the fact that in North Carolina the only “activist judges” rewriting laws 
are the Republicans on the State Supreme Court, (well, to be fair, they are more into rewriting 
the Constitution than rewriting laws). The only candidate with an extensive set of 
endorsements from lawyers is Margaret Eagles, whose endorsers include 2 former Chief 
Justices of the N. C. Supreme Court, 2 former Chief Judges of the N. C. Court of Appeals, and 
2 former N.C. Appellate Court judges. This one is easy. MAPAC endorsees Margaret Eagles 
for the NC Court of Appeals. !
NC Court of Appeals - Hunter-Jones Race"
Both candidates have long lists of endorsements, but none lists endorsements from legal 
associations or former Supreme Court or Appellate Court judges, and, as mentioned earlier, 
the NC Bar Association Judicial Performance Evaluation Survey does not address Appellate 
Court Judges, further complicating this evaluation. Both candidates appear to be highly 
qualified. Judge Hunter is the incumbent, and consistent with MAPAC general policy, unless 
the incumbent has done something demonstrably wrong or the challenger appears to be 
substantially better, we stay with the incumbent. MAPAC endorsees Judge Bob Hunter for 
the NC Court of Appeals.!
NC Court of Appeals - Rozier-Dietz Race"
Judge Richard Dietz is the incumbent, but was appointed 2 years ago by Governor McCrory 
to fill a vacancy, and has never been elected to the office, and never before served as a judge. 
Only three of the sitting Appellate Court judges in fact have experience as a trial court judge. 
Judge Vince Rozier has that experience, and is a highly regarded District Court Judge. Three 
former Chief Justices of the N. C. Supreme Court have endorsed Judge Dietz, as has one 
former Justice of the N. C. Supreme Court. Judge Rozier has no similarly impressive list of 
endorsements on one hand, but, as a extremely young County District Court he really has not 
had much opportunity to gather such endorsements. This is a tight race to call, as both 
candidates appear to be highly qualified. Since Judge Dietz was appointed, not elected, and 
since he has only served for 2 years, MAPAC will waive its usual preference for incumbents 
in considering this race. On the balance, we believe adding one more judge on the N.C. Court 
of Appeals with experience “in the trenches”, i.e. at the trial court level where policies set by 
the Appeals Court have to be implemented, is the deciding factor, and MAPAC endorsees 
Judge Vince Rozier for the NC Court of Appeals. !
NC Court of Appeals - McKoy-Mitchell-Zachary Race"
Valerie Zachary was appointed by Governor McCrory to the NC Court of Appeals last year to 
fill a vacancy, and now seeks her first full term. A Harvard Law School Graduate, Class of 
1987, Judge Zachary was a private practice litigator until her appointment to the bench. A 
UNC Law School Graduate, Judge McKoy-Mitchell was elected to the District Court bench in 
1998 and has presided in every District Court including Criminal, Civil, Juvenile, Criminal 
and Civil Domestic Violence, Child Support and Domestic Courts and was selected by a 
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former Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court to serve on the Judicial Study 
Committee to design training for District Court Judges. Before being elected a judge, McKoy-
Mitchell spent 14 years as an Assistant District Attorney and as an attorney with various 
government agencies. Judge Zachery counts among her extensive endorsements ones from 2 
retired Supreme Court justices. Judge McKoy-Mitchell also can boast a long list of 
endorsements, but none with the prestige of former Supreme Court Justices. However, Judge 
Zachary also includes in the list of endorsements those from legislators involved in the 
passage of legislation struck down in Federal Court because of its near “surgical precision” 
targeting African-Americans for voter exclusion. Since these same legislators can be expected 
to take another crack a voter suppression in the next legislative session, legislation almost 
certain to end up in the Appellate Courts, Judge Zachary’s acceptance of these endorsements, 
and advertising them on her campaign web site, at best indicates poor judgement, and at 
worst could be interpreted as a signal that she approves such measures. Without 
considerations of Zachery’s questionable judgement, the choice between McKoy-Mitchell and 
Zachary would be similar to that between Judges Rozier and Dietze, and for the same reasons 
MAPAC endorsed Vince Rozier MAPAC endorses Judge McKoy-Mitchell for the NC Court 
of Appeals.!

County Based State Elections - Judicial Branch!

Superior Court 10C (Holt-Denning Race) - Wake County"
Michael Denning is running against Rebecca (Becky) Holt for this Judgeship. The NC Bar 
Association Judicial Performance Evaluation Survey does not cover this race since the filing 
period for candidates occurred after their survey was completed. Holt has 23 years 
experience in the Wake County Superior Court system prosecuting felony offenses in Wake 
County including drug offenses, violent and nonviolent crimes and murders. Ms. Holt has 
been endorsed by the Raleigh Police Protective Association. Judge Denning has been a 
District Court Judge since 2010 and a Family Court Judge since 2013. A 10 year Marine 
veteran and resident of Wake County since 1996, Denning is a graduate of the Campbell 
University law school. We would really like to like Judge Denning, but he once said from the 
bench, “China wouldn’t be so bad if it wasn’t for all the Chinese”. There really is no 
circumstance than can justify that kind of statement from a sitting Judge. MAPAC endorses 
Rebecca (Becky) Holt for Superior Court 10C.!
District Court 10 (Bousman Paris Race) - Wake County"
Judge Bousman is being challenged by Mr. Bryant Paris, III for this position. Bousman has 
been the District Court judge for more than 15 years. Mr. Paris is a practicing lawyer, but has 
never before served as a judge. The NC Bar Association Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Survey gives Mr. Paris a slight edge over Judge Bousman in all 6 criteria considered, but his 
scores averaged only 12% higher than hers. Perhaps tellingly, Judge Bousman was rated by 
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well over 200 lawyers, but fewer than 100 had anything to say about Mr. Paris. Considering 
that a non-incumbent can more ethically solicit favorable reviews than a sitting judge, we are 
inclined to view this apparent, albeit thin, margin of preference for Mr. Paris with a high 
degree of skepticism, and call this another case of “if it isn’t broke, don’t fix it.” We see no 
reason for “firing” Judge Bousman, and MAPAC endorses Judge Bousman for District 
Court 10.!
District Court 10 (Nagle-Rand Race) - Wake County"
Incumbent Judge Nagle has served as a District Court judge since 2012 and before that was 
an Assistant District Attorney. Challenger Walter Rand is a practicing trial attorney. The NC 
Bar Association Judicial Performance Evaluation Survey gives Mr. Rand a slight edge over 
Judge Nagle in 5 of the 6 criteria considered, but his scores averaged only 6% higher than 
Judge Nagle, and Judge Nagle scored slightly higher than Mr. Rand in the Professionalism 
category. Judge Nagle was rated by an average of 84% more lawyers than Mr. Rand. 
Considering that a non-incumbent can more ethically solicit favorable reviews than a sitting 
judge, the thin margins of preference separating the two candidates in all categories, and the 
discrepancy in the numbers between the reviewers of each candidate, we do not see anything 
in the Judicial Performance Evaluation Survey that warrants the replacement of Judge Nagle. 
MAPAC endorses Judge Nagle for District Court 10.!
District Court 10 (Worley-Miller Race) - Wake County"
Judge Anna Elena Worley is being challenged by Marty E. Miller for this judicial position. 
Judge Worley has been serving as a judge since 2009, and is a specialist in Family Law. Her 
opponent, has practiced law, including juvenile law, in Wake County for 19 years. Mr. Miller 
did not begin his legal career until he was 37, having taught school and worked in 
broadcasting before pursuing a legal career. Both candidates have the experience for the job, 
and the question is really is there any reason to believe Miller would be so much better at the 
job that we should “fire” Judge Worley. The NC Bar Association Judicial Performance 
Evaluation Survey gives Miller better ratings than Worley, (an average of 20% better ratings), 
but the discrepancy between the number of reviewers for Worley (nearly 300) versus the 
number of reviewers for Miller (less than 75) makes any recommendation based on 
comparison between the two suspect. What is more worrisome is that the large number of 
reviewers for Worley gave her an average rating of only 2.63 out of a possible 5 in 
Administrative Skills, a rating lower than any District Court judge up for reelection in the 
entire State of North Carolina, and a rating lower than all but 1 of the candidates running for 
a District Judge position in the entire State. The State Legislature, and all North Carolinians, 
should be ashamed of the case loads a District Court judge is expected to handle inNorth 
Carolina and still dispense real justice, but this unfair burden does make administrative skills 
a bigger factor than such skills would be otherwise. If Judge Worley was a new comer to the 
bench, some administrative shortcomings would be expected, but she is a veteran, and it is 
only natural to question whether if she has not developed the impressive administrative 
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skills the job requires by now if she ever will. MAPAC does not question Judge Worley’s 
qualifications in other areas, but finds her ratings on administrative skills to be a deal breaker. 
MAPAC endorses Marty E. Miller for District Court 10.!
District Court 14 (Marsh-Rhinehart Race) - Durham County"
Incumbent William A. (Drew) Marsh III is being challenge for this judgeship by Shamikeka 
LaCher Rhinehart. Marsh has been a judge for nearly 10 years, while Rhinehart is an 
experienced prosecutor. Questionnaires both candidates filled out for the IndyWeek do not 
indicate any great differences between their views. The NC Bar Association Judicial 
Performance Evaluation Survey gives a consistent edge to Ms. Rhinehart when compared to 
Judge Marsh. These reviews must be studied carefully, but in this case both candidates 
received approximately the same number of reviews, and Ms. Rhinehart was consistently 
rated higher than Judge Marsh, by relatively high amounts, anywhere from 31% better to 48% 
better depending which of the 6 criteria used is being considered (average of 41% better). 
While MAPAC is loath to recommend a challenger over an incumbent who is not 
demonstrably unsuited for the job, the number of lawyers submitting reviews was unusually 
high for both candidates, and the margin of difference between them both consistent and 
consistently wide. Accordingly, MAPAC endorses Ms. Rhinehart for District Court 14.!

County Based Elections - County Offices!

Wake County Board of Commissioners District 4"
Democrat Erv Portman is running against Republican Kenneth (Kenn) Gardner for this seat 
(the incumbent is not running for reelection). Mr. Gardner actually served on the Board from 
2000 to 2008, before radicals took over the Republican Brand, and he even now openly 
supports increased funding for education. Mr. Gardner at first looks to be a John Odom type, 
willing to work for the County first, without carrying a lot of idealogical baggage into every 
decision. However, when you read Gardner’s position on mass transit, you discover the same 
old radical Republican platitudes. Gardner’s world is a world in which we do not need to do 
anything special to accommodate the one million additional people expected in the county 
over the next 10 years, a world in which we do not need to do anything to find a way to help 
those too poor to afford a car to get to work, except, and he knows this with certainty because 
he is an architect, buy a few buses and count on Uber to save the day. Erv Portman has an 
actual technical background, an eye out for the future, and a willingness to work with 
adjoining communities to make mass transit work for Wake County and all of the the 
Triangle area.  Portman advocates for the kinds of things that will allow the County to avoid 
the blight which has afflicted the greater Atlanta area, where elected officials did not wake up 
to the need for mass transit until they had already paved over half of the land to build 
freeways to serve the other half. Mr. Gardner needs to go back to being the kind of 
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Republican he once was. Until then, MAPAC endorses Erv Portman for Wake County Board 
of Commissioners District 4. !
Wake County Board of Commissioners District 6"
This election is to fill the seat of retiring Democratic Commissioner Betty Lou Ward who has 
held the position since 1988. Republican and former Raleigh City Councilman John Odom is 
running against Democrat and veteran educator Greg Ford. Prior to the 2014 elections, 
Republicans, and not the sane type of Republicans, controlled the Board, disgraced 
themselves, and made a mess of things, resulting in their being swept from office. Wake 
County is one of the fastest growing counties in the country, perhaps even the second fastest 
growing county in the country, and it needs a progressive Board capable of looking ahead 
and making the kind of investments and decisions needed to maintain the same quality of 
life that is driving its growth. John Odom during his 16 year tenure as a Raleigh City 
Councilman displayed the kind of vision and judgement the County needs now, and his 
inclusion on the Board could help bring about a more united Wake County by giving the non-
radical Republicans some confidence that their views and perspectives are being represented. 
While his position for 25 years as the Director for the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association 
and his general pro business stance have led some to label Odom simply “pro developer”, the 
reality is not that simple. The PNC Arena, Raleigh Convention Center, bridge to the NC 
Museum of Art, the NC Natural Science Museum, Green Road Library, Horse Shoe Farm 
Park, and the Buffalo Road Park and Aquatic Center all owe their existence at least in part to 
the efforts of John Odom, and show that he understands the diversity of interests that must 
be considered and served to have a successful local unit of government. There is also much 
good to be said about Greg Ford, but in many ways his views and perspectives are already 
well represented on the Board. Having John Odom on the Board could produce a more 
nuanced approach to issues, and his election would also have the benefit of demonstrating to 
other Republicans that you do not have to go Donald Trump-Ted Cruz-Marco Rubio crazy to 
be elected. MAPAC endorses John Odom for Wake County Board of Commissioners 
District 6. !
Wake County Board of Education District 1"
Mary Beth Ainsworth, Donald Agee, and Sheila W. Ellis are all challenging existing 
Education Board Chair Tom Benton for the right to represent District 1. The Wake County 
Public School System serves the second fasted growing school district in the nation, and 
operates 177 schools, serving over 157,000 students, requiring a budget of 1.5 billion (yes 
billion) dollars. During a public forum supported by MAPAC, Ms. Ainsworth stated that her 
background in “analytics” would bring much needed expertise to the school system, and 
lashed out at the School Board for spending a million dollars for legal services and making an 
exception to its own self imposed hiring freeze to hire an administrator with a six figure 
salary. What Ms. Ainsworth failed to disclose is that for a school system the size of the Wake 
County system, undergoing the expansion it has to support to keep up with student growth, 
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the million dollar legal budget is on the low side when compared to similar systems, and that 
the hiring exception was to fill the technology director position that had been vacant for years 
due to the difficulty in finding a qualified applicant. Technology is critical for schools 
systems, particularly ones the size of the Wake County System with a 1.5 billon dollar budget 
to administer. Ms. Ainsworth is either guilty of poor analytics and shoddy homework, or 
knew the truth and tried to take advantage of the fact that most in her audience did not know 
the full story. Either way, Ainsworth destroyed her credibility as a candidate. Donald Agee is 
a 27 year veteran employee of the Wake County Facilities Department and claims that this job 
experience has given him knowledge of plenty of waste that can be eliminated in the school 
system budget, particularly with regards to construction of new schools. Agee’s claims 
certainly sound worth pursuing, but we would feel much better if he or his web site cited 
specific examples, rather than the same “I will cut unnecessary spending and waste” that is 
the staple of modern political discourse. If Mr. Agee had laid out a specific plan for cuts and 
savings, he may have secured the MAPAC endorsement, but for now all MAPAC can do is 
urge the current School Board and Administrators to talk with Mr. Agee and see if, regarding 
his claims of waste, “there is any there, there.” Sheila W. Ellis offers nothing but vague 
platitudes and plugs for Charter Schools as a panacea. The School System still has not 
recovered from the last time extremist took over the Board and found that following specious 
ideology and quoting slogans creates, not solves, real world problems. We tried that way 
once, no need to double down on failure. Tom Benton is the retired High School Principal 
who took on the unenviable task of cleaning up the mess left by a committed group of radical 
right wingers who set back the school system for years trying to substitute slogans for 
policies. The legislative cutbacks of State funding have not made Benton’s job any easier, and 
even if there had been no detour to disaster with the brief alt right wing takeover, the Wake 
County School System would still be facing difficult times and decisions. On the whole, we 
think Tom Benton has done a good job of shepherding as the Board Chair, and think he 
deserves another term on the School Board. MAPAC endorses Tom Benton for the Wake 
County Board of Education District 1 Seat on the Board of Education.!
Wake County Board of Education District 2"
There are three candidates for this position, Peter Hochstaetter, Mark Ivey, and Monika 
Johnson-Hostler. Peter Hochstaetter advertises himself as a pro-family, pro-neighborhood 
schools candidate for the Wake County School Board. When asked how the School system 
can fund its growth, his response is “not through taxes” but through cutting unspecified 
“wasteful programs”. Whether this approach would succeed or fail may be of little concern to 
Hochstaetter, since according to the Raleigh News and Observer he sends his daughter to a 
private school. Mr. Mark Ivey has a web page that is “coming soon” and the Raleigh News 
and Observer reports that he has suspended his campaign and is supporting Hochstaetter. 
Monika Johnson-Hostle seemingly wins this one by default. Johnson-Hostle has served on 
the Wake County Board of Education since December 2013 and is currently its Vice Chair. 
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MAPAC endorses Monika Johnson-Hostler for the Wake County Board of Education 
District 2 Seat on the Board of Education.!
Wake County Board of Education District 4"
Incumbent Keith Sutton is running against Heather Elliott. Ms. Elliott has run such a low key 
campaign that it is not possible to say what she plans to do, or how she plans to do it. 
Incumbent Keith Sutton’s plans are clear, to continue to build on the programs the Board has 
developed since ousting the wrecking crew that had brief, but disastrous, control of the 
school board. MAPAC’s normal preference is for an incumbent, and that is especially the case 
when the challenger makes no real effort to win the election. MAPAC endorses Keith Sutton 
for Wake County Board of Education District 4.!
Wake County Board of Education District 8"
Gil Pagan, Lindsay Mahaffey and Gary Lewis are all running for this position. The incumbent 
is not running for reelection. During a public forum supported by MAPAC, Gil Pagan made 
much of his business background, advocated for giving more control to Principals (although 
it is not clear that he understands just how much autonomy principals already have), and 
stated that things needed to be changed so that he and other school board members could 
talk directly with School Principals. There are 177 schools in the Wake County School system, 
and presumably each has a principal, and the last thing each of those principals need to do 
their job is to have to answer to 9 different School Board Members, each with his/her own 
agenda and ideas. That is just not good business. If Mr. Pagan wants the Superintendent 
position he should apply for it, not try to do it through a backdoor operation using Board 
membership as a base. We need people on the School Board who understand the role of the 
School Board. Mr. Pagan is a no go. The choice between the two remaining candidates is a 
more difficult one. Each brings unique strengths to the job, and we think the school board 
would be well served should either one win. Due to her broader range of experiences, and 
experience as an actual teacher, we give the nod to Ms. Mahaffey over the greater depth of 
experience with the Wake County system possessed by Mr. Lewis. We feel that some of the 
existing Board Members already have the same perspective as Mr. Lewis, but none may have 
quite the same diverse experience base as Ms. Mahaffey, and accordingly MAPAC endorses 
Lindsay Mahaffey for the Wake County Board of Education District 1 Seat on the Board of 
Education. !
Wake County Board of Education District 9"
Bill Fletcher, the incumbent, is being challenged by Michael Tanbusch. Both gentlemen 
appear to be good candidates, but Mr. Fletcher is the one with proven performance. 
Therefore, consistent with its policy of staying with an incumbent unless the incumbent has 
done a demonstrably bad job or the challenger offers evidence of substantial improvement 
over the incumbent, MAPAC endorses Bill Fletcher for the Wake County Board of 
Education District 9 Seat on the Board of Education.!
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Durham County Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor"
MAPAC could discover little information about Michael Van Sickle who is challenging the 
incumbent, Danielle Adams, who has served for 8 years. MAPAC could discover no evidence 
of poor performance by Ms. Adams. Therefore, consistent with its policy of staying with an 
incumbent unless the incumbent has done a demonstrably bad job or the challenger offers 
evidence of substantial improvement over the incumbent, MAPAC endorses Danielle 
Adams for Durham County Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.!
Wake County Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor"
This is an election between incumbent Marshall Harvey and challenger Matthew Hebb. 
Marshall Harvey has been doing the job since MAPAC last endorsed him, and for a long time 
before then. Matthew Hebb may be just as capable, it is hard to know. He has no web page, 
his Facebook page says next to nothing, and Hebb never responded to MAPAC’s invitation to 
meet. MAPAC in general favors the incumbent unless there are clear indications that the 
challenger would be demonstrably and appreciably better. We could find no indication of 
what kind of job Mr. Hebb would do, good or bad, and we find no reasons to be upset with 
the job Mr. Harvey has been doing, so MAPAC endorses Marshall Harvey for Wake County 
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.!

County Wide Referendum!

The Triangle Area has achieved its national appeal and relatively high standard of living by 
being willing to invest in itself and its future. Four bond referendums in Durham County, for 
schools, for a public library, for the Museum of Life and Science, and for Durham Tech, are a 
continuation of this trend, and MAPAC recommends voting yes for all 4 bond measures.!

Wake County is expected to double in population in a short amount of time. Unless there is 
proactive pursuit of alternatives, this growth will likely result in a greater Atlanta area type of 
sprawl and a mass of congested highways, all being built while the least fortunate of the 
Wake County residents, those unable to afford a car, are left increasingly isolated, unable to 
reach the jobs within their own County that could lift them out of poverty. Wake County is 
the only government in the Triangle that has not taken positive steps to prevent this from 
happening. A proposed increase in the local option sales tax will provide a revenue source for 
local funds to match State and Federal funding available for mass transit. Securing this 
revenue source will be a significant step towards remedying the mass transit deficiencies in 
the County and preparing for a future that enhances job opportunities for all of the people in 
Wake County. Therefore, MAPAC recommends voting “For” for the One-Half Percent Local 
Sales and Use Tax referendum.
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