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SUMMARY 

Offices on the Ballot in 2017 
The 2017 election is what is known as an “off year” election, so called because State and Federal offices do not 
appear on the ballot, nor, in 2017, do any County wide offices appear on the ballot. The 2017 election is confined 
to municipal offices. Voter turnouts during “off year” elections are typically low, and, because of this low turnout, 
smaller, but well organized and/or well financed groups are sometimes able to exert influence far out of proportion 
to their numbers. A single voter’s influence is greater in a low turnout off year election than in any other election. 

Synopsis of City Services and City Operations  
The City of Raleigh is responsible for providing water service, sewer service, garbage collection, police protection, 
fire protection, parks and recreation, land use regulation, community development services including public transit, 
and some roadway construction and maintenance. Day to day operations of the City are the responsibility of the 
City Manager and a professional staff under the Manager’s supervision. The City Council, (and sometimes State 
law), however, is the body that decides what operations are being undertaken. It is the City Council who, for 
instance, decides to what extent, if any, the City will be involved in public transit operations, in providing public 
housing, and in creating incentives for the development of “affordable housing”. The City Council can hire and fire 
the City Manager and the City Clerk, but not any of the City staff, The principal role of the Mayor and City Council 
is setting City strategic goals and directions, making budgetary decisions, including setting tax rates, water and 
sewer user charge rates, and other schedules of fees and charges, and appointing members to various quasi 
administrative, planning and judicial boards and commissions. 

Recommended Candidates 
The Muslim American Public Affairs Council recommends that its members vote for the candidates listed below. 
The basis for these recommendations, as well as more detailed explanations of City provided services, the 
mechanics of the election, and current City issues can be found beginning on the next page. 

Mayor	 Nancy McFarlane                                                              
City Council at Large (vote for 2 out of the 3) *.	Russ Stephenson 
	 Stacy Miller                                                                         
	 Zainab Baloch                                                                        
Council District A	 Dickie Thompson                                             
Council District B	 John Odom                                             
Council District C	 Corey Branch                                             
Council District D	 Kay C. Crowder                                             
Council District E	 Bonner Gaylord                                             
Transportation Bond	 Vote Yes                                        
*You may only vote for 2 of the three named. See discussion on page 21 for reason for offering three, not 2 suggestions.  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ELECTION BASICS 

Election Mechanics 
Most local governments in the 
Triangle Area elect Mayors and 
Councils for 4 year terms, and 
stagger the election dates so that in 
any given election year, only roughly 
half of the offices are on the ballot. 
The City of Raleigh is different, and 
all members of its governing body 
are elected for 2 year terms, and all 
positions are filled in the same 
election. City elections are “non 
partisan”, meaning candidates do 
not run according to political party 
affiliation, and there are no political 
party primary elections as there are 
with State and Federal offices. While 
some candidates are members of 
one or the other of the political 
parties, their party affiliation will not 
appear on the ballot. The election of Mayor, and of two of the City Council seats (those seats listed on the ballot as 
City Council At-Large), is done through City wide elections, with candidates for these offices appearing on every 
ballot. The remaining Council seats represent specific geographic areas within the City. Only voters who live within 
a District can vote for candidates seeking to represent that District. The City is divided into five Districts, 
designated as Districts A, B, C, D, and E. The boundaries for these Districts are shown on the map above. If you 
live close to a District boundary and cannot tell from the map in which District you live, you can go to the website 
url following this paragraph, enter the requested information, and find out which City Council District candidates 
will be on your ballot when you vote (and a lot more information that will be useful in other elections): 

http://www.wakegov.com/elections/voters/Pages/voterinfo.aspx 

Since there are no primaries, the number of candidates running for each office is limited only by the number of 
people who registered to run for that office. Where only 2 candidates are running for a single seat office, the 
candidate with the most votes after the October 10 polling closes will win that office. There are only 2 candidates 
running for District A, District B and District D. The October 10 election will therefore be the final election for 
Districts A, B and D. Three candidates are running for Mayor and for the Council District E seat, and 5 candidates 
are running for the District C seat. Where there are more than 2 candidates competing for a single Council seat, if 
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no candidate gets a majority (50% plus 1 vote) of the votes as of October 10, 2017, a runoff election will be held 
on November 7, 2017 between the 2 candidates that receive the most votes in October. However, in the case of 
the Mayor’s office and Council District E, the “3rd” candidates are not putting any appreciable effort into the 
election, so it is likely that these offices will also be decided in October. Council District C, with 5 candidates, many 
of whom appear promising, is more likely to be settled with a runoff between the top 2 vote getters on November 
7, 2017. Voters living in District C should therefore be prepared to vote twice, once in October, and again on 
November 7. 

The situation with City Council At-Large seats is more complicated. There are 7 candidates running for 2 positions. 
All voters in Raleigh can vote for 2 of these 7 candidates, but may choose to vote for only one candidate. The 
“majority” vote needed to assure a win is the total number of votes cast (not voters voting) divided by 4. If 2 
candidates in October receive a majority vote, then both are considered elected. If 2 candidates do not receive a 
majority vote, then the candidate with the most votes will be considered to have won one of the 2 At Large seats 
and the second At Large seat will be awarded to the candidate who got the second most number of votes unless 
the candidate with the 3rd most votes requests a run-off, in which case the second At Large seat will be 
determined by a runoff election in November between the candidates who received the second most and the third 
most votes. Under these circumstances only the candidate with the third most votes can request a runoff. Even if 
the candidate with the 4th most votes received only one vote less than the candidate with the 3rd most votes, and 
the candidate with 3rd most votes declined to request a runoff, the candidate who received the 4th highest vote 
total could not request a runoff. 

What You Are Really Voting for On October 10th 
The October 10 election in Raleigh only concerns the Mayor and City Council of Raleigh and a City Bond 
Referendum. The types of services provided by municipal governments, and the revenue sources available to 
those governments, vary greatly from State to State, and even within the same State, from City to City and Town 
to Town. The City of Raleigh is responsible for providing water service, sewer service, garbage collection, police 
protection, and fire protection. City services also include development and maintenance of a Parks and Recreation 
network, development and administration of land use plans and controls, including zoning, building permitting and 
inspection. The City is also involved in community development, operates programs that try to assure an adequate 
supply of housing for low to moderate income families, and funds various activities and construction aimed at 
providing more employment opportunities and generally improving the quality of life in Raleigh. While in other 
States construction and maintenance of roads within City limits is nearly exclusively the responsibility of local 
governments, in North Carolina most roads, even those within City limits, are the responsibility of the State. There 
are, however, some City owned and maintained roads. Raleigh also appoints 2 of the 8 Raleigh-Durham Airport 
Authority members, and operates the GoRaleigh (formerly Capital Area Transit (CAT)) bus system. The City of 
Raleigh does not operate any schools, and the public schools within the City of Raleigh are operated and 
controlled by Wake County. The City, through its land use planning and zoning, through its allocation of its police 
resources, through its location and cooperative sharing of parks and recreation facilities, and through various other 
means, can, however, affect the costs, and, to a lessor extent, the quality of public schools within the City.  
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While the types of services the City offers to its citizens are largely decided by the Mayor and Council, day to day 
operations of the City are the responsibility of the City Manager and a professional staff under the Manager’s 
supervision. The City Council can hire and fire the City Manager, but the Manager is the only City employee (other 
than the City Attorney and City Clerk) over which the Council can exert that power. The Council also has the power 
to appoint members to quasi-administrative and quasi-judicial bodies such as the Raleigh Durham Airport 
Authority, the Planning Commission and the Board of Adjustment. 

The type of amenities available to Raleigh residents and the conditions in which Raleigh residents now live were in 
large part determined by the land use regulations and budgetary decisions and priorities of previous Mayors and 
City Councils. The next Mayor and City Council, by deciding how much and on what the City spends, and the 
means by which the City funds that spending, will be a major determinate in how Raleigh residents will live in the 
future. City services can be funded through various combinations of property taxes, user fees, special 
assessments, impact fees and tax incentives, sales taxes, revenue bonds (bonds that must be repaid from 
revenues of activities specified under the terms of the bond sales), general obligation bonds (bonds that can be 
repaid from any number of sources, but whose repayment is guaranteed by the taxing authority of the City), and 
various State and Federal loans and grants. Tax rates, user fees, impact fees and special assessment charges are 
all set by the City Council. The City, by State Law, must have a balanced budget, even if vital services must be cut 
to achieve it. 

!
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MAJOR ELECTION ISSUES 

Impact of 2014 and 2015 Elections on the Current Election 
Raleigh has consistently been ranked as one of the best places to live in the United States, and one of the places 
with the highest growth rates, for the last several decades. This development is partly a result of geography, partly 
the result of being the State Capital, and, in no small part, and arguably for the most part, the result of decisions 
made by governments at the local and State level in the 1960s and the 1970s regarding such things as 
development of the Research Triangle Park, merger and maintenance of the City and Wake County school 
systems, cooperative development of what became the RDU airport, development and expansion of NCSU, etc. 
These decisions were not universally acclaimed when made, and often involved incurring costs that would not be 
recouped for years or even decades, but were responsible for Raleigh and the Triangle area being held today in the 
same regard as Silicon Valley on the west coast and the Boston area in the northeast as a center of technical 
development and innovation, and as a place people want to live. No other area in the south has achieved anything 
like what Raleigh and the Triangle Area have achieved. Raleigh is, for nearly all of its residents, a great place to live 
and raise children, with ample opportunities for most workers and businesses. The lesson to be learned is that the 
people elected in any given year may have a greater influence on what kind of place Raleigh will be in the decades 
ahead than on the kind of place it will be during the next 2-year term they serve. 

The 2014 Wake County Commissioner elections and the 2015 Raleigh elections resulted in local governments 
dominated by people determined not to deal with continued rapid growth by allowing unchecked urban sprawl 
with attendant massive expansions in highway systems like what had happened under similar circumstances in 
places like Atlanta, Houston, and Dallas. Instead those elected in 2014 and 2015 sought to provide guidance for 
this continued growth and steer Raleigh on a course more like that followed by Cities such as Portland, Oregon. 
Prior to the 2014 Wake County Commissioner elections a block of County Commissioners had prevented a 
referendum being placed on the ballot in Wake County that would allow an increase in sales taxes within the 
County to fund improved public transit systems. The Commissioners knew such a referendum was likely to pass 
and used their positions to impose the will of the minority on the majority. Once the 2014 elections removed the 
recalcitrant County Commissioners from office, the needed County wide vote could be scheduled. This vote was 
held and funding finally became available to make substantive improvements in the Raleigh public transit system. 
The City Council elected in the 2015 Raleigh elections then proceeded with completing the near term planning and 
ordering of the long lead time equipment needed for substantial improvements to the transit system, and to plan 
and place on the ballot a Bond referendum to finance other needed transport system improvements. The results of 
these measures taken by those elected in 2015 will only start to take a clear physical form over the next two years.  

The 2015 elections also saw a greater realization that Raleigh was experiencing a growing economic opportunity 
and quality of life gap. Raleigh is truly a land of opportunity for the professional class, for engineers, for doctors, for 
scientists, for accountants and MBAs, but not for many existing low to moderate income residents with limited job 
skills. The economic underclass in Raleigh, for whom owning and operating an automobile is an unaffordable 
luxury, and who lack the job skill set needed to take advantage of most of the new jobs coming to the Raleigh 
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area, have not shared in its prosperity. This is a group for whom there is little affordable housing, even less 
employment opportunity near those who do have homes, and woefully limited ways to get to any jobs that could 
change their condition. The City Council elected in 2015, in addition to the measures to make effective public 
transit available to help this underserved group, also took a number of measures to try to preserve and expand the 
supply of affordable housing. Most notable in this effort was instituting a property tax increase, with the proceeds 
dedicated to affordable housing. This tax increase will provide a steady, predictable, nearly 6 million dollar annual 
fund to be used to create more affordable housing. Most of the fruits of these housing improvement measures will 
not be seen to take concrete form until after 2017. Land banking done by the City prior to 2017 could also come 
into play in addressing affordable housing in the coming years. 

2017 City of Raleigh Election Issues 
There are a number of issues that are foremost in the minds of candidates and voters in 2017, and some that may 
not be but should be on the minds of the electorate. The local governing bodies elected in 2014 and 2015 put in 
place the funding sources and planning needed to begin making significant progress towards effective public 
transit options and improved affordable housing. It is up to those that will be elected in 2017 and beyond to use 
and expand these resources. Virtually all of the 2017 candidates for City of Raleigh offices agree that mass transit 
and affordable housing remain priorities, but in addition to these issues there are other issues for candidates in 
2017. These ongoing and new issues are discussed as follows:  

PUBLIC TRANSIT 
Raleigh will in the coming 2 years see major improvements being made in its public transit systems based on plans 
and actions taken over the previous 2 years. Virtually all candidates are in agreement with these improvements, 
but it is up to the voters to decide which candidates can best make sure that the plans already made are properly 
executed, and to determine how much more needs to be done. Much of the funding to be generated by the 
Transportation Bond on the ballot in October 2017 is intended for sidewalks, bus shelters and other improvements 
that complement and improve access to the soon to be implemented public transit system improvements. “Bond 
Orders” that authorize selling of bonds subject to voter approval are written with some degree of flexibility. The 
Council elected in the 2017 Elections can decide to use this flexibility to either rigorously adhere in practice to the 
spirit of the bond order, or to deviate somewhat in actual construction spending to serve more parochial or special 
interest goals. Voters will be deciding who can best be trusted with spending bond funds as intended. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Raleigh has adopted a property tax increase that will generate nearly 6 million dollars per year for affordable 
housing. This funding, coupled with other existing programs, will if properly spent go a long way towards alleviating 
the housing plight of the worst off sectors of society. The growing prosperity of Raleigh has resulted in residential 
property values rising to the point where it is difficult for people like teachers, firefighters, policemen and many 
others who would not be considered “poor” to find homes in the City they can afford, and alleviating this problem 
is another avenue for investing the newly raised property tax. The best ways to use property tax funds, regulatory 
and tax incentives and other financial tools that exist now, the best ways to use zoning and other development 
regulatory powers to preserve existing and encourage construction of new affordable housing, and determining 
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what additional tools need to be brought to bear to solve the affordable housing problem, are all current campaign 
issues.  

GENTRIFICATION 
Closely related to the Affordable Housing issues is the problem of gentrification. Gentrification is not a problem 
unique to Raleigh, but is a “problem of success” in many areas of the Country, including Raleigh. Revitalization 
efforts for Cities when successful make the areas “revitalized”, and the areas adjacent to those areas, more 
desirable locations, resulting in increased property values and more affluent individuals and businesses displacing 
the lower and moderate income residents and traditional small businesses in those areas. Older, existing structures 
are often either torn down to make room for newer, more expensive development, or sold, extensively 
rehabilitated, then resold to more affluent buyers. Rising property values mean rising rental rates, forcing many 
tenants out of their homes. Rising property values also mean higher taxes for home owners, even if tax rates do 
not increase, imposing what can be an unbearable burden on home owners with incomes already stretched to the 
limit. Portions of Districts C and D in Raleigh are particularly susceptible to gentrification. The continued success of 
downtown revitalization efforts, coupled with things like the proposed improvements to the John Chavis Memorial 
Park, are expected to make gentrification pressures even worse in the older, predominately African-American 
community in southeast Raleigh. Ideally, economic growth, access to good education and new and better paying 
jobs would allow community wealth to rise with property values and thereby prevent people from being forced 
from their homes. This is an ideal that has probably never been achieved anywhere in the country, and expecting 
middled aged and retired people to somehow be able to increase their incomes in proportion to rapidly escalating 
property values, whatever improvements in educational opportunities and affordable transit are achieved, is not 
realistic. Gentrification can therefore be expected to be a continuing and growing problem in Raleigh. There are, 
however, likely measures that can be taken to soften the impact and extent of gentrification, and to protect the 
most vulnerable from losing their homes. The best ways to find and deploy those measures are the heart of 
gentrification as a campaign issue.  

DEMOCRATIC PARTY ENDORSEMENT DECISION 
The Wake County Democratic Party in 2017 decided to deviate from its historical support of the official 
nonpartisan nature of municipal elections. While limiting support to only Republicans has been a common practice 
for County Republican Party organizations, Wake County Democrats had until this election been more respectful of 
the non-partisan nature of the elections. The Wake County Democratic Party has in the past endorsed candidates 
based on candidate merits, placing qualifications ahead of Party affiliation. This year the Wake County Democratic 
Party leadership decided to endorse only Democrats, regardless of the qualification of the candidates relative to 
non-Democrats. Further, the Party decided to do what it could to reduce the exposure of candidates not 
registered as Democrats to the public. This decision resulted in candidates who in previous elections had received 
the endorsement of the Wake County Democratic Party being disinvited from some planned candidate forums, 
and not invited to others. The Democratic Party leadership has in essence adopted a kind of tribalism in which 
being a registered democrat overrides all other considerations, consideration of competence, consideration of past 
accomplishments, and consideration of character and values. All Democratic candidates regardless of merit 
have been endorsed by the Wake County Democratic Party even when this results in multiple 
candidates being endorsed for the same seat. The Democrats have adopted a single criteria for 
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endorsement: Did the candidate register as a Democrat? This has rendered the Democratic Party 
endorsements useless as a voting guide, as the endorsement says nothing about the character or 
abilities of any candidate.  

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT 
Raleigh has traditionally used Citizen Advisory Councils (CACs) 
as its primary means to communicate with and receive 
feedback from its citizens. There are 19 CACs whose 
boundaries are shown on the map at right . CACs are the only 
City advisory bodies that any citizen can join without being 
appointed by the City Council or some other body. Each CAC 
elects its officers, and determines its priorities. CACs are called 
upon to provide opinions on zoning changes, on plans and 
needs for parks and recreational facilities, for cultural resource 
facilities, and for streets and sidewalks. CACs are also an 
avenue for communication between citizens and the Police 
Department. The City appointed a Citizen Engagement Task 
Force to make recommendations on ways to improve 
opportunities for Citizen Engagement and the effectiveness of 
existing methods for Citizen Engagement, including CACs. The 
adequacy of the recommendations made by that group is 
questioned by some, and some view those recommendations 
as just being a backhanded means to lesson the influence of 
the CACs. There are a number of different ideas being floated 
about addressing how best to provide better citizen 
engagement in general, the most appropriate continuing role of 
CACs, and the degree of autonomy CACs should be able to exercise. 

NEW CITY HALL 
Questions about when and if a new City Hall should be built, and if so, where, at what cost, and paid for by what 
means, have been raised in some quarters in the 2017 election. A mass mailing by one candidate could give those 
unfamiliar with the situation the impression that the decision has been made to spend 165 million dollars on a new 
Town Hall that would otherwise be spent on affordable housing, public transit, and public health. While the mailing 
does not explicitly state it, the impression it gives is that construction is imminent unless the candidate responsible 
for the mailing is elected instead of his opponent. The real situation is more nuanced, no construction is remotely 
imminent, and the “Town Hall” issue is more likely to rise as a major, genuine campaign concern in either the 2019 
or 2021 elections when more definitive plans and schedules will have been formulated. 

The current Raleigh City Hall was built in1983 when the population of Raleigh was around 168,000 people. 
Currently that population is nearly half of a million people, and increasing by around 2 thousand people per month. 
The increased population has resulted in an increased demand for City services, and an increase in the number of 
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City employees. These increases in services and employees have resulted in the need for many City employees to 
be housed in locations other than City Hall, with City departments scattered, and citizens being unable to assume 
that the people they need to find will be where they would normally expect to find them, at City Hall. Technology 
has changed enormously in the last 35 years, and the existing City Hall likely can not practically be made fully state 
of the art, even with extensive renovations. Views on what Downtown should look like, and on what work spaces 
should look like, have also changed in the 34 years since the last Town Hall was built. Raleigh is already an 
attractive destination for many “high end” employers. A “signature” Town Hall complex, together with a model, 
attractive, and vibrant downtown could push the City to be a super top tier site for high end industrial/commercial 
development on the same level as a Seattle Washington, Portland Oregon, or Austin Texas. There are, in addition 
to the costs associated with not building a new Town Hall complex in terms of lost efficiencies, real costs in terms 
of lost opportunities. These costs must be weighed against the costs of new construction. While the current City 
Council has commissioned studies and work that go a long way towards helping quantify the costs and potential 
return on investment associated with new municipal facilities and with doing nothing, this work is nowhere near 
complete. Current planning also involves consideration of City facilities being developed in concert with private 
retail spaces and perhaps office spaces. Such mixed use construction would allow the City to not lose the full 
property tax potential of land used for City Hall, and would create job opportunities for people living in southeast 
Raleigh. What seems certain at this time is that the current facilities have no more than 15 years of useful life left 
before something major will have to be done, that the $500,000 plus per year in rent for additional office spaces 
the City now must pay will increase each year, and that scattered City employees will continue to occupy space 
that might otherwise be used by tax paying, job creating private sector operations until newer City Hall facilities are 
built. Extensive additional evaluation work has yet to be done, and only after it is completed can voters expect the 
“New City Hall” project to be sufficiently fleshed out so that it can rise to the level of a real issue worth public 
consideration and debate. 

SOCCER ARENA 
An arena for a professional soccer team has been proposed to be located near the center of Raleigh. The soccer 
arena is not a City or State Government initiative. Private sector forces have made tentative, preliminary plans for a 
mixed use development that would include not only the $150 million soccer arena but also a conference center, 
750,000 square feet of office space, 100,000 square feet of retail space, 1,200 residential units and at least 300 
hotel rooms. The 13+ acres of land on which this project would be located is on Peace Street, across from 
Seaboard Station on the northern end of downtown, and would presumably be leased or purchased from its 
current owner, the North Carolina State Government. All plans are preliminary, the State has neither agreed to 
lease or sale the land nor refused to lease or sale the land. There has not been, and presumably will not be, any 
discussion or request for the City of Raleigh to directly contribute funds for construction of the complex. However, 
if the project moves forward, it is expected that the City will be requested to provide some of the infrastructure 
improvements needed to support such a project. The City has not been asked for, nor has it made, any specific 
commitments to the project. If plans for the project continue to proceed forward, it is reasonable to assume there 
will be considerable discussion, if not debate, regarding what commitments, if any, the City should make to help 
the project. The most optimistic projections do not envision construction occurring before 2020 at the earliest. 
Considering the lack of commitments on the part of the City, and the early stage of the project planning, voters 
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should be wary on any candidate or group that attempts to make the soccer arena an issue in the 2017 election. 
Should the project progress, it is likely that the Soccer Arena and its associated ancillary development will become 
a legitimate issue for discussion in the 2019 election. 

TERMS OF OFFICE AND A RELATED QUESTION 
The City of Raleigh is unusual in that its Mayor and Council serve only 2 year terms rather than the more 
customary 4 year terms. Election expenses have been steadily increasing with the increase in City population and 
associated development pressures. Even District seat elections have resulted in some candidates having 
campaign expenses exceeding $100,000. There can be a tendency for elected officials to avoid votes on 
controversial issues in any election year, but these tendencies can be particularly pronounced in “off year” elections 
where low voter turn out can give a motivated, or angry, group of single issue voters an impact on the election 
outcome far out of proportion to their numbers. Campaigning also exerts a heavy time demand on the part of 
incumbents, leaving them less time to actually govern. While not publicly broached by any candidate, challenger or 
incumbent, as an election issue, changing from 2 year to 4 year staggered terms should in MAPAC’s view be an 
issue, and an issue preferably addressed before the 2019 elections. The Mayor and the City Council positions are 
considered to be “part time” jobs, but those elected report that they average spending 20-30 hours per week on 
City business, with peak demand periods requiring an even greater commitment. While perhaps not an issue for 
2017 or perhaps even in 2019, the continued growth of Raleigh can be expected to demand even more time 
commitments from its council members and mayor, and at some point consideration needs to be given to 
changing the positions from being part time with “token” compensation, to being full time positions with 
commensurate salaries and benefits.  
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ANALYSIS AND BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

Candidate Evaluation Considerations 
MAPAC uses a number of factors in formulating its voting recommendations. Positions on the major issues (see 
previous section for an issues analysis) is one criteria, but not the only one. Having the “right position” on issues is 
of little use without the knowledge, experience base, and skills needed to devise solutions for the problems 
identified, even when there is a single, clear “right position”. MAPAC therefore considers candidates knowledge, 
experience base, and skills as important as their positions on particular issues.  

Day to day miscues and successes predominate news coverage, but it is the long term strategic decisions a 
Council makes, decisions that may have little or no immediate effects, that can have the greatest impacts on a 
City. Long term strategic decisions are more likely to be good ones if reached after careful deliberation by people 
who do not all have the same background and world views, but who do have significant education, work and life 
experiences. A City Council consisting of people all having the same general perspective and approach to 
government risks not having the right questions asked, and not engaging in the kind of reasoned questioning and 
debate that can expose flaws and shortcomings of any particular plan or action under consideration. Therefore, in 
making voting recommendations MAPAC considers how each candidate can add a beneficial perspective to 
Council deliberations that would not otherwise be present.  

Once a strategic course has been adopted, it must be implemented, which often will require support from a broad 
spectrum of the population. A council that is perceived as only representing the interests of businesses and real 
estate developers will be hard pressed to get the votes it may need to pass bond referendums critical to its plans. 
A council perceived by the business community as being ignorant of the requirements of sustaining businesses 
which provide the job base, and much of the tax base of the City, is unlikely to get the critical support it needs for 
securing things like enabling legislation from the State legislature. it is difficult, if not impossible, for a City Council 
to succeed if that Council is not perceived by at least a large portion of the business community and a large 
portion of the general populace as being capable of understanding the concerns of each group and as being 
competent enough to adequately address and protect those concerns. Therefore, in making voting 
recommendations MAPAC considers how each candidate, if elected, would impact the confidence different 
sectors of the City have in the Council as a whole. 

There is an old saying that “to a carpenter everything is either a hammer or a nail”, and the candidates in the 2017 
election, like those in most any election, somewhat reflect this adage. The candidate who spent a career as a 
corporate communication specialists is naturally going to focus on improving, maintaining and utilizing citizen-
government communications to affect good government. The candidate who is a practicing lawyer is more likely to 
focus on the legalistic aspects of governing, the candidate who is a land developer to focus on the best ways to 
grow, an urban planner candidate to focus on urban planning, a mortgage banker candidate on debt issues, etc. 
MAPAC in evaluating candidate recommendations looks for a mixture of candidates that will bring to the council a 
wide variety of different expertise and experiences. There is no practical way for a Council to have within its own 
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ranks expertise in the full range of issues it will face. Each Council person for many deliberations will have to rely on 
the expertise of City staff and City retained consultants in making some important decisions. Nonetheless, it is 
useful to have enough variety in education and experience backgrounds on the Council so that for most issues at 
least one member can bring an extended, in-depth knowledge to bear without having to rely solely on outside 
expertise, and MAPAC takes this consideration into account when formulating its recommendations, However, 
having specialized experience alone is not sufficient to receive a MAPAC endorsement, and MAPAC also looks for 
characteristics that show a candidate has the ability and willingness to look beyond his or her own bailiwick, and 
the willingness and ability to do the hard work needed to understand relevant factors when making decisions in 
areas for which the candidate had no prior expertise.  

The Mayor and the City Council together constitute only 8 people, who by necessity must sit and work together on 
a regular basis. There are always opportunities for disagreements on particular issues to become “personal”. If that 
happens Council Meetings can become acrimonious, and City government can suffer as a consequence. The 
ability to disagree without becoming disagreeable is therefore something that should be valued in an elected 
official, and in a candidate for elected office. Ideally, elected officials would all have the ability to agreeably 
disagree, would come from a variety of different backgrounds, experiences, and viewpoints, and would be people 
who are open to considering different approaches to any given issue. MAPAC considers this ideal in making its 
voter recommendations. 

While there are many clearly definable characteristics needed to be a good Mayor and City Councilor, there are not 
education, experience or character prerequisites to registering to run for office. It is the job of the voters to impose 
“quality control” in the election process. There may be times when no candidate having the desirable experience 
and characteristics is on the ballot, in which case the voter is forced to choose between the “lessor of the evils”, 
and times when the qualification or lack of qualification of one or more candidates is just not clear, in which case 
voters must just “take their best shot”. MAPAC in its candidate evaluations does its best to reduce voter 
uncertainty in these cases, but it is not always possible to do this with certainty, particularly when dealing with 
candidates who are not incumbents with a public record of performance or nonperformance,  

The routes successful candidates follow to City Council seats and the office of Mayor vary, but are not as varied as 
some might think. The most common route in Raleigh is for a candidate to first serve on one or more of the various 
City advisory Boards, Commissions, and Councils, most commonly the Planning Commission. This type of service 
exposes the candidates to a in-depth look at how the City operates before being elected. A candidate that served 
the typical three 2 year terms of service on the Planning Commission while the City was in full boom mode, and 
before a Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) was adopted that significantly curtailed Commission activity, would 
have spent 10 to15 hours per week for 6 years interacting with the citizens through the work of the Citizens 
Advisory Councils (CACs) and the activities of various individuals and ad hoc citizen groups formed in response to 
particular issues, in addition to working with the City Attorney, City staff assigned responsibility for land use and 
housing planning, mass transit and street planning, parks and recreation facilities planning, and the fire 
department, interacting with developers and their attorneys, and interacting with the City Council itself. This 
background helps candidates that are successfully elected to “hit the ground running” when they take office, with 
little or no “learning curve” required, a particularly valuable trait for a City Council elected for only 2 year terms. 
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Incumbent candidates this year who went through the “Planning Commission-City Council” route include Russ 
Stephenson, Bonner Gaylord and Dickie Thompson. Councilwoman Kay Crowder’s preparation for her service on 
the Council was largely through her association with her late husband, who served on the Planning Commission 
before being elected to the Council. While perhaps not as rigorous a training ground as long service on the 
Planning Commission, service with other appointed City Boards and Commissions is another common route that 
offers similar, if not as extensive, experience as the Planning Commission. Incumbents Councilman Corey Branch, 
and Mayor McFarlane as well as challenger Shelia Alamin-Khashoggi all spent time on City appointed advisory 
bodies before being elected or running for office. Mayoral candidate Charles Francis, and At Large Council seat 
candidate Stacy Miller have acquired relevant experience by a more direct route, each spent time in the past on 
the City Council when appointed to serve out the terms of vacated Council seats. Charles Francis also served time 
on the Planning Commission. District B Candidate John Odom’s prior training for the office is even more extensive, 
having actually served 16 years on the City Council until defeated in a close election by David Cox in 2015. Kay 
Crowder was originally appointed to the Council to fill out her late husband’s term in office, before being elected to 
the District D seat in her own right. Extensive service with non-profits (both formally chartered and informally 
organized) serving the Raleigh community is another pathway to office, and challenger Nicole Stewart is an 
example of a high profile candidate who owes that stature not to work on City advisory bodies, but rather to 
extensive non governmental public service work. A not unheard of path to office is following up grass roots 
opposition to some particular project or action with a run for office. An example of this route to a Council seat is 
the 2015 election of David Cox to the District B seat. A proposed zoning change proved unpopular with a large 
number of District B residents even though it was supported by their then Councilman. David Cox emerged as a 
leader of the opposition, and from this position ran for and secured the District B Council seat.  

The Mayor and all but one of the 7 sitting Council persons are running for re-election. Three of those sitting 
Councilors, Ms. Kay Crowder, Mr. David Cox and Mr. Corey Branch, are one term Councilors running for re-
election for the first time. (Ms. Crowder, in edition to serving one full term after the 2015 election, also served a 
portion of her late husband’s term prior to that election, so this is her second election campaign, but her first re-
election campaign). The Muslim American Public Affairs Council (MAPAC) generally supports incumbents if it feels 
they have been doing a good job under the theory that you usually do not fire somebody who is doing his/her job. 
Evaluating incumbents is in many ways easier than evaluating challengers, since there is a clearer record on which 
to judge an incumbent. (Being an incumbent is, however, not without disadvantages, since any one who is in office 
long enough is eventually forced into taking a position on an issue that will alienate a large number of constituents, 
no matter which side of the issue the incumbent takes). Conditions today are to a great extent the product of 
decisions made years ago, and the current Mayor and the long time, multi-term veteran council members are 
probably justified in taking credit for the high regard in which Raleigh is held nationally and the high ratings Raleigh 
receives from most of its citizens as a place to live. All of Raleigh has not shared and enjoyed the good times and 
good fortune equally, and the long time, multi-term veteran council members and Mayor must also bear some 
responsibility for this unfortunate fact as well.  
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Candidate Evaluations and Recommendations 

Mayor 

There are 3 candidates running for Mayor, incumbent Nancy McFarlane, and challengers Paul Fitts and Charles 
Francis. Mayor McFarlane was first elected Mayor in 2011, and prior to that had served multiple terms on the City 
Council, first being elected to the council in 2007. Mayor McFarlane is registered to vote as unaffiliated with any 
political party, Mr. Fitts is a registered Republican and Mr. Francis is a registered Democrat. While Mayor McFarlane 
has had opponents in previous Mayoral elections, this is the first time she has faced an opponent who has 
mounted a serious campaign. The Democratic Party has in the past endorsed Mayor McFarlane but this year has 
endorsed Mr. Francis. As noted on pages 7 through 8, the Wake County Democratic Party has decided to use 
party affiliation as its only endorsement criteria, so the endorsement of Charles Francis only an indication of party 
affiliation. The Republican Party has endorsed Mr. Fitts, but, similar to Democratic Party endorsed candidates this 
year, this only means that he is a registered Republican. 

Paul Fitts has run an extremely low key campaign. A mortgage lender active in a many local and national charities, 
there is no problem with Mr. Fitts' character or motives. Mr. Fitts' campaign is heavily weighted towards a call to 
reduce the City’s bond debt and avoid future indebtedness, but largely avoids specifics on how to get that done. 
Offering next to nothing in the way of substantive analysis on why he thinks Raleigh has a serious debt problem, 
Mr. Fitts' web site does state “Our Debt servicing is now matching Public Safety as an expenditure in our annual 
budget. That’s the equivalent to having two mortgages on the same home.“ The logic of this statement is baffling. 
Does this mean that Mr. Fitts thinks a home mortgage payment should be less than the monthly bill for a home 
security system? Has Mr. Fitts discovered some method for evaluating financial stability and debt that has eluded 
Moody’s and Standard and Poors? Actually, it appears that Mr. Fitts has determined that he has little chance of 
getting elected, and so has not gone to any great length to flesh out and expound on his positions. MAPAC does 
not make recommendations based on a candidate’s chance of winning, but we can not recommend a candidate 
who provides so little specific information. Mr. Fitts’ web site which can be found at the following url: 

http://three4raleigh.com/paul-fitts/  

Charles Francis is a candidate you want to like. An African American with family roots in Raleigh that date back at 
least a hundred years, Mr. Francis was born and raised in southeast Raleigh. A product of the Wake County Public 
School system (Effie Green Elementary School, Ligon Middle School and Sanderson High School), Mr. Francis 
went on to complete his undergraduate degree at Princeton University, then went to Duke University Law School. 
After Law School Charles Francis served as a Law Clerk and as a Federal Prosecutor before entering private 
practice. Mr. Francis, served a short stint on the City Council in 1993 when he was appointed to serve out a 
vacancy (he ran for the seat to which he was appointed at the next election and lost), and served for a time on the 
Raleigh City Planning Commission. Mr. Francis can claim a long and impressive string of accomplishments on his 
resumé, including being a founding director of North State Bank, serving as the Vice Chairman of the Wake 
County Democratic Party, Vice Chairman of the Raleigh Wake Citizens Association, a Rex Hospital trustee, a John 
Rex Endowment founding trustee, a director of the Centennial Authority of the Entertainment and Sports Arena, a 
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YMCA of the Triangle director, a Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce director, a member of the Board of 
Governors of the North Carolina Advocates for Justice, and a Research Triangle Park Foundation director.  

“I am proud to be running tonight as the only Democrat in this race, and as the Candidate endorsed by the Wake 
County Democratic Party”. This statement, made by Mr. Francis at the largest, best attended candidate forum in 
2017, a forum that was live streamed by WRAL, is indicative of why, while we want to like Mr. Francis, we find we 
can not support him. The statement sounds good until you realize that the Wake County Democratic Party is 
endorsing him just because he is a Democrat, and made a decision not only to endorse only Democrats, but also 
to endorse all Democrats that are running. Two years ago and before, when the Wake Democratic Party used 
candidate qualifications and values to make recommendations, it was Nancy McFarlane, Mr. Francis’s chief 
opponent, that was endorsed by the Democratic Party. Mr. Francis can not help but know that those hearing him 
that are unaware of the Wake Democratic Party’s change in endorsement criteria could easily be fooled by his 
statement into believing that that Party has made a conscious judgment relative to his qualifications and those of 
his opponents, when if fact nothing of the sort has happened. 

Mr. Francis’s deceptive campaign mailing on the City Hall, and his candidate forum statement that “I am running 
now because rather than building a $165 million City Hall we need to improve transit and reduce congestion and 
preserve existing affordable housing and increase access to housing and to address the mental health crisis” is 
similarly disheartening. The sitting Mayor and the Council have made arrangements for massive improvements in 
the public transit system and taken positive steps to improve affordable housing and have no immediate plans to 
spend $165 million or anything like it on a new City Hall. The planning documents from which the $165 million 
figure is derived (see discussion on pages 8-9) reflects planning the City has done to try to keep up with growth 
and do so in a way that will pay for itself; pay for itself through improved government efficiencies and accessibility 
to the public; through reduced rent payments made by the City for staff offices for which there is no room in the 
existing City Hall, and; through the transfer of government owned land (at a profit to the City) to job producing, tax 
paying private ownership. Charles Francis’s remarks reflect none of this complexity and give the uninformed a false 
impression regarding spending priorities for public transit and affordable housing, and a false impression of the City 
role in health care. Besides the steps taken that will result in substantive and unprecedented improvement in 
Raleigh public transit over the next 2 years, the current Mayor and City Council have bit the bullet no elected 
official likes to taste, by raising taxes to provide a dedicated source for more affordable housing. This tax increase 
is only one among other affordable housing improvement measures the City has and is taking. Regarding the tax, 
Mr. Francis says he is “not so much on the 1% tax increase” but does not call for repealing it. Mr. Francis 
apparently wants to keep the nearly $6 million a year dedicated to affordable housing the tax increase will 
generate, but bad mouths the tax increase. A classic case of “wanting to have your cake and eat it too”. It must be 
said in Mr. Francis’s defense that the issue of affordable housing is almost the only issue where he proposes 
anything specific, but where he does get specific he proposes what is already being done or proposes what others 
have proposed be done. There is one exception to this, and that is Mr. Francis’s proposal to take City owned land 
downtown, land that the City now plans to have developed for high density, high tax revenue, job producing uses, 
and use it for construction of affordable housing. Selling this land and using the revenue to build affordable housing 
somewhere else may be an idea worth considering, but that is not what Mr. Francis proposes. The idea of using 
some of the potentially highest valued land in downtown Raleigh not to produce tax revenue and jobs, but for 
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affordable housing does not make sense economically. Finally, Charles Francis linking “the mental health crisis” to 
expenditures for City Hall is preposterous. The State Legislature has designated certain responsibilities as City 
responsibilities and others as County responsibilities. Health, including mental health, is a County responsibility, 
and whether the City chooses to spend zero dollars or $165 million on a City Hall this year, next year or any other 
year, will not impact mental health spending by a single cent. There is no connection at all between City Hall 
spending and the mental health crisis, and none should have been implied.  

While the 2015 campaign in Raleigh has for the most part been free of pointless negativity, Mr. Francis’s campaign 
is the exception. Misleading, derogatory remarks such as “People who are without cars who are having to depend 
on this sorry transit system that we have that Mayor McFarlane has not improved at all in the ten years that she 
has been on council” have been all too common from the Charles Francis campaign. Mayor McFarlane, since 
joining City Government, has spent 10 long years trying to achieve just that improvement. Doing so required 
getting the State Legislature to pass enabling legislation needed to create a funding mechanism for substantive 
mass transit improvements, changing the old guard on the Wake County Commissioners who were blocking the 
City from even being able to consider using this mechanism once it had been created, and then getting the 
requisite referendum on the local option sales tax needed to fund mass transit on the ballot and passed. All these 
steps had to be done before the needed improvements could be funded. Mayor McFarlane worked on each of 
these steps, each step of the way. If Charles Francis made any contribution to the effort, MAPAC can find no 
mention of it. Mr. Francis, at least once, took a cheap shot at Mayor McFarlane about how long the needed 
additional buses are taking to be delivered, implying that if he, not her administration, had ordered the buses they 
would somehow have arrived by now. Mr. Francis has offered a similar discourse of action when saying that the 
“pseudo liberal democrats" elected to City government do not have job opportunities for minorities in mind, but 
that “what is important to them is bike lanes, more parks and stuff like that.” Mr. Francis does say that what is 
going well for the City is “growth and the opportunities and amenities it creates”, evidently failing to understand 
that amenities, i.e. “bike lanes, more parks and stuff like that” is a large part of what attracts the growth and job 
opportunities he lauds. While listening to Mr. Francis berate his opponent for not being present at one forum and 
then go on to explain how in contrast he listens and is available, always ready to “engage” with citizens, we could 
not help but reflect that he neither returned the MAPAC e-mail or responded to the MAPAC voice mail requesting 
an appointment, while when no other mutually available date could be reached, Mayor McFarlane agreed to an 
interview at 7:00 pm on a Sunday night.  

Considering Charles Francis’s impressive list of accomplishments, we would have hoped he would have made a 
campaign more about substance and less about cheap shots and negative advertising. Cute slogans like “We got 
to let go of the side of the pool and learn how to swim stronger and faster and harder” are all well and good if 
there are substantive proposals behind them, but these are few and far between in the Francis campaign, and 
where the campaign gets specific more often than not it is to propose things that have already been done or are 
underway. Mr. Francis saying he wants to “create platforms for all people to rise and not just a select few” might at 
first seem inspirational until it is realized that this statement is coming from a candidate running for Mayor of a City 
that at least one polls show has something like a 90% satisfaction rating from its residents. This comment, and 
others more pointed, indicate that in some quarters and with some audiences, Mr. Francis hopes to run a divisive, 
us vs. them type campaign. That, or Mr. Francis has a strange idea that 90% of nearly 500,000 people is a “few”, 
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or that Charles Francis just likes a good sounding turn of phrase and wants to ignore that in 2015 the City elected 
a Mayor and Council running on platforms of working to extend the good fortune to all the City and that those 
elected, those he is now running against, have put the wheels in motion to make good on their promises. MAPAC 
honestly thinks Mr Francis must be better than his campaign tactics suggest, but in making voter 
recommendations we have to go with what he has said and done this campaign, not what we would hope he 
would say or do based on his education and past accomplishments. 

Additional information on Charles Francis can be found at:  

https://www.francisforraleigh.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/charles-francis/Content?oid=8185091 

Nancy McFarlane: A successful business woman, who co-founded then sold a pharmacy company, incumbent 
Mayor McFarlane has a low key style, and has a platform that basically says “stay the course” established by her 
and her predecessors. Considering how successful Raleigh has been, this is not a surprising position. MAPAC 
endorsed Nancy McFarlane in the last Mayoral election, but in doing so probably underestimated her, and certainly 
underestimated her vision and the quiet tenacity with which she has pursued it. Mayor McFarlane answered 
MAPAC’s questions in thoughtful detail, while patiently explaining all the facets around each issue broached, the 
history of events, decisions and efforts that led the City to where it is today. If she has any hint of rancor over past 
set backs or opponents accusations McFarlane hides it well. Her positions are well reasoned, and expressed 
without a hint of pontification. The opposite of a charismatic speaker, Mayor McFarlane is not prone to catchy 
slogans or flights of oratory. Her responses tend to be dry, detailed, but to the point. When asked about recent 
controversial events, such as compensation for first responders and the Community Engagement Task Force 
Recommendations, Mayor McFarlane candidly explained the full circumstances involved in each case, at some 
length, dispelling any concerns we may have had about possible ulterior motives or ill intentions. Events have 
shown that MAPAC’s past criticism of the Mayor’s lack of vision was misplaced. While MAPAC can still fault her for 
not doing a better public job of articulating where and how she has been guiding the City, and while we would 
hope she can find a way to make it harder for her natural reticence to be mistaken for aloofness, there can be no 
arguing with McFarlane’s results. A corner has been turned on Mass Transit after literally a decade of preparatory 
work, and if much work still needs to be done for Affordable Housing, a solid foundation has been laid on which to 
do it. The 10 year record of the City of Raleigh since she joined the City Council, and then became Mayor, speaks 
for itself, and says more than MAPAC could hope to write in this analysis. MAPAC endorses incumbent Mayor 
Nancy McFarlane for reelection. Additional information concerning Mayor McFarlane can be found at : 

http://nancymcfarlane.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/nancy-mcfarlane/Content?oid=8185600 

City Council At-Large 

There are 7 candidates running for the 2 At-Large Council seats. One of these is a multi-term incumbent, Architect 
and Urban Planner Russ Stephens, a registered Democrat. The other incumbent, long term MAPAC supporter 
Mary Ann Baldwin, chose not to run for re-election. The remaining candidates are independent Rob Axtelll, 
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Democrats Sheila Alamin-Khashoggi, Zainab Baloch, and Nicole Stewart, and Republicans Stacy Miller and 
Robert Ward. 

Sheila Alamin-Khashoggi: Ms. Alamin-Khashoggi is a long time Raleigh activist, a veteran non-profit operator, and 
a strong voice for the African American minority in Raleigh. Ms. Alamin-Khashoggi has an undergraduate degree 
from Shaw University and two Masters Degrees, one in Public Administration and one in Religious Education. A 
veteran of at least one City Advisory Board, Ms. Alamin-Khashoggi was also nominated by the late Councilman 
Crowder to fill a vacated City Council seat. Ms. Alamin-Khashoggi understands that in many areas such as 
Method Road there are more than just minority neighborhoods, there are communities. Communities where not 
only do residents know each other, but where the parents, the grandparents and even the great-grandparents of 
the existing residents knew each other. Alamin-Khashoggi understands that when land is taken in these areas for 
transportation improvements or other civic projects, or when residences are lost to gentrification, even if the 
current residents displaced end up living in homes as nice or nicer than what they have now, the community 
cannot be rebuilt. Alamin-Khashoggi understands the unfilled needs of many of the predominately African 
American neighborhoods, and for her bringing affordable housing, jobs and a transit system that connect those 
residents to the jobs is more than just an abstract “do good” project, but an overdue correction of long ago 
injustices never fully righted. Ms. Alamin-Khashoggi is neither shrill nor angry, nor does she advocate giving 
precedence to one group in Raleigh over the other, but she is concerned that every group not just be listened to, 
but actually heard. More information about Ms. Alamin-Khashogg, see:  

https://sheliakhashoggicampaign.org  

Rob Axtell is a Raleigh native with 25 years experience in the multifamily housing industry making his first foray into 
running for elected office. Mr. Axtell’s education includes receiving a Bachelor of Science in Economics from NCSU 
and an Associates Degree in Mechanical Engineering from Wake Technical Community College. Mr. Axtell has no 
previous experience in City government, and no prior service on any City appointed boards or commissions. Mr. 
Axtell has not accepted any campaign contributions, and if he is politically ambitious he hides it well, Mr. Axtell’s 
sole motivation in running appears to be to give back in service to the community in which he grew up and where 
he has worked. Mr. Axtell is a proponent of increased affordable housing, and, not surprising given his career in 
managing multifamily housing units covering the whole spectrum of income ranges, this is an area in which he has 
the most specific ideas and suggestions. Beyond supporting the financing ideas mentioned most often by other 
candidates (public construction, public private partnerships, partnerships with non-profits, various tax incentive 
based construction, etc.) Mr. Axtell in particular has emphasized using various financial incentives to make building 
affordable housing developments equally attractive as high end rental developments to the builders who are now 
focused exclusively on the high end. Mr. Axtell also supports recruiting developers who specialize in affordable 
housing with the same zeal and incentive packages that are used to lure new corporate developments to Raleigh. 
Mr. Axtell’s support for transportation improvements extends well beyond his support of those Public Transit 
improvements now planned and well on the way to being implemented. Mr. Axtell supports an “all of the above” 
approach to reducing the automobile dependence of Raleigh, and the Triangle Area as a whole, supporting 
everything from greatly improved bus service, to functioning bike lanes, to HOV lanes, to commuter and light rail. 
An unassuming public speaker, Mr. Axtell’s forum appearances do not reflect the extensive preparatory work he 
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has done, and he was one of the few challenger candidates MAPAC had discussions with who understood and 
was familiar with the City Budget, and was in the process of getting familiar with the other documents with which 
he could expect to have to deal if elected. Mr. Axtell is clearly familiar with, and capable of doing the “grunt” work 
needed to make effective decisions for the City. Regarding the discussions of a new City Hall and possible Soccer 
Arena complex, Mr. Axtell, recognizing the early stages of planning for both, had no opinion to offer, saying he 
would have to make his decisions on those items once there was more complete information available. Additional 
information about Mr. Axtell can be found at: 

http://rob4raleigh.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/rob-axrell/Content?oid=8173957 

Zainab Baloch is the first Muslim to run for City Council since 2009. The twenty-six year old Ms. Baloch has an 
undergraduate degree in psychology, and is working on a Masters of Public Administration degree while working 
for the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services. A Raleigh native, Zainab understand the values 
of her community, hard work, perseverance and resiliency. An emerging leader in her community with a passion for 
public service, she began volunteering early in life with several different schools, clubs and institutions with a 
dedication to social justice and public service. What is remarkable considering Ms. Baloch’s young age, is that she 
is be taken seriously in her community and beyond, giving her generation a seat at the table with issues of concern 
to them. Those young and disengaged Raleigh residents may have a voice during this election cycle instead of 
being passed off as less important constituents and left out of the discussion of the local issues altogether. Ms. 
Baloch is confident, well-spoken and has added freshness to this race. Her vision for a safe, healthy, affordable 
housing and equitable development is a good start. Due to her youth, Ms. Baloch does not have the same 
experience base as other candidates and has never served on any City advisory boards, task forces, or 
commissions. Similarly, Ms. Baloch does not have the extensive list of civic services other have, but her work 
efforts, particularly her serving as the Director of the Triangle Health Fair, are impressive for someone her age. 
Additional information about Ms. Baloch can be found at: 

https://www.votebaloch.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/zainab-baloch/Content?oid=8174044 

Stacy Miller: Stacy Miller is a native of Raleigh who attended Broughton High School, Wake Forest University, and 
Campbell Law School. Mr. Miller opened his own law firm 20 years ago after working with the Wake County 
District Attorney’s office. Mr. Miller has previous City Council experience, having been appointed some years ago 
to complete the remaining term on a vacated Council seat. Well known for his community service activities, Mr. 
Miller was considered one of the favorites for an At-Large seat once he decided to run for City Council. His 
community service activities have included service on the Board of Directors of the Building Together Ministries, 
the Board of Directors of the Oak Ranch Home for Orphans, the Board of Directors of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, work with the Wake County Wildlife Club, serving as a Racial Reconciliation Community Volunteer at the 
The Encouraging Place, serving as a Volunteer and Supporter of the YMCA “We Build People” campaign, serving 
as Volunteer and Supporter of Hearts & Hands for Haiti, being a volunteer and supporter with the Campbell Law 
School Community Law Clinic providing legal services for those who could not otherwise afford such services, and 

 !19

http://rob4raleigh.com
https://www.votebaloch.com


being the Founder of the10 Days of Giving Campaign, supporting the Raleigh Police Department, Raleigh Fire 
Department, InterAct, the Salvation Army, Whitaker Glen Retirement Community, and the Raleigh Rescue Mission. 
Mr. Miller is a supporter of the current plans to expand and improve the public transit system, and a supporter of a 
wide range of multi-modal transit options. Mr. Miller’s private legal practice involves extensive work with claims 
arising from automobile-bicycle collisions, automobile-pedestrian collisions, and bicycle-pedestrian collisions, and 
this clearly affords him a unique perspective on needed sidewalk and roadway improvements in Raleigh. During an 
extended conversation with the the MAPAC Political Action committee, Mr. Miller displayed a thorough 
understanding of outstanding public transit issues, and an even more thorough understanding of the affordable 
housing issues and options for addressing those issues, including various public-private solutions involving things 
such as density bonuses, assessment districts and legally complex TIFs. Mr. Miller has already entered into 
discussion with a number of banks on how to leverage their obligations under the Community Reinvestment Bank 
to create more affordable housing, and displayed a thorough command of the legal tools available to address City 
affordable housing needs. Mr. Miller also displayed outstanding communications skills and the ability to present 
complex concepts in a short concise manner which will stand him in good stead in dealing with the public and 
with other elected officials should he succeed in his race. Additional information on Mr. Miller can be found at:  

https://stacymillernc.com  

Russ Stephenson: Mr. Stephenson has been on the City Council for 12 years, and prior to that served on the 
Raleigh Planning Commission. The unquestioned success Raleigh has had during those years, and the extremely 
high satisfaction most Raleigh residents have with their home City, may reasonably be assumed to be due in no 
small part to the efforts of Mr. Stephenson. An Architect and Urban Planner by profession, Russ Stephenson has 
always made carefully planned growth that will enhance the City for both its existing and its future citizens a 
priority. The progress Raleigh has made with regards to improving its transit system that will become manifest over 
the next year or so were supported by Mr. Stephenson. Raleigh’s success has generated problems with affordable 
housing and gentrification, but Russ Stephenson and the remainder of the Council have taken substantial steps to 
mitigate these problems, and are working on additional measures. Mr. Stephenson has shown himself to be 
honest, pragmatic, and approachable, and to be actively working to help those parts and those citizens of Raleigh 
who have not yet enjoyed the prosperity that economic growth has brought to the rest of the City. Additional 
information on Russ Stephenson can be found at:  

http://www.russforraleigh.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/russ-stephenson/Content?oid=8185743 

Nicole Stewart: Ms. Nicole Stewart is a thirty-something well known Raleigh “do-gooder” and philanthropist. 
Raised in Apex but a Raleigh resident for the last 14 years, Ms. Stewart has a degree in environmental studies 
from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and a background as an organizer and fundraiser for the North 
Carolina Conservation Network. Stewart was a founder of the Beehive Collective, which is a non profit that raises 
money for small local projects. Stewart also regularly takes on “one -off” civic service projects such as organizing a 
volunteer fair called "Find Your Cause" that connected more than 300 volunteers with local nonprofits that needed 
their help, and such as raising more than $5,000 in 72 hours in January 2016 to help area homeless people 
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impacted by the severe winter storm that occurred at that time. Ms. Stewart is bright, energetic, upbeat, and, as 
she says, focused on raising money for good causes, then finding a way to make that money go furthest. Ms. 
Stewart supports the same affordable housing and improved transit options favored by virtually all of the 
candidates in 2017, but would probably be more focussed than most candidates on finding a way to leverage 
every public dollar with private dollars, and to try to leverage the existing efforts of various nonprofit organizations 
to resolve affordable housing issues. Additional information about Ms. Stewart can be found at:   

https://www.nicoleforraleigh.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/nicole-stewart/Content?oid=8186245  

Robert E. Ward IV: Mr. Ward is a Raleigh native and a real estate broker for HTR Commercial. Mr. Ward, Mayoral 
candidate Paul Fitts, and District A candidate Alex Moore are running a common, but low key campaign. The three 
generally advocate for less government and reduced debt. All three candidates apparently have judged their 
chances of getting elected as low, and so have not gone to any great length to flesh out and expound on their 
positions. MAPAC does not make recommendations based on a candidates chance of winning, but we can not 
recommend candidates who provide so little specific information. Some additional information about Mr. Ward can 
be found at: 

http://three4raleigh.com/robb-ward/ 

There are 7 candidates running for the 2 At Large Council seats in the 2017 election. One candidate, Russ 
Stephens, is an obvious choice. The City has thrived during Mr. Stephens 12 year service on the Council following 
his Planning Commission service, and as an incumbent he is entitled to get some of the credit for that success. 
Accordingly, MAPAC recommends incumbent Russ Stephenson for one At Large seat. While most 
observers feel that Stacy Miller and Nicole Stewart are the best choices for the remaining seat, MAPAC feels Rob 
Axtell actually brings a little more to the table than Nicole Stewart. However, due to his lack of experience working 
on any City appointed boards, commissions and task forces, and no record that we could find of extensive civic 
service efforts. we could not justify selecting Mr. Axtell over Mr. Miller. We hope Mr.. Axtell uses his desire to give 
back to the community to get involved with City appointed bodies and civic service agencies, because we feel he 
has much to offer, but recommend Stacy Miller for an At Large seat. Ms. Zainab Baloch is the youngest face 
in the crowd, the only Muslim running for office this year, and has much promise, so MAPAC also recommends 
Zainab Baloch for an At Large seat. Yes, we know that is 3 recommendations for 2 seats. We leave it to the 
individual voter to select which 2 of the 3 will get their vote. 

City Council District A 

There are two candidates running for the District A seat, incumbent Dickie Thompson, and Republican challenger 
Alex Moore.  

Alex Moore: Mr. Ward is a real-estate agent with Triangle Real Estate Group and is running in his first election. 
Mayoral candidate Paul Fitts, At Large candidate Robert E. Ward IV, and Alex Moore are running a common, but 
low key campaign. The three generally advocate for less government and reduced debt. Mr. Moore has said, “I 

 !21

https://www.nicoleforraleigh.com


hate to say this, but sometimes life is unfair. So in the free market, I don’t think the City Council should go in and 
try to play the great equalizer. The City Council should not have that much power.” We can not but help admire Mr. 
Moore’s candor, However, considering that the small portion of the Raleigh population that has not benefited from 
the City’s growth is unlikely ever to do so unless someone finds a way to either get the jobs to people that need 
them, or the people the jobs that are available, we cannot support someone who just shrugs a fixable problem off 
as life being unfair. Some additional information about Mr. Moore can be found at: 

http://three4raleigh.com/alex-moore/ 

Dickie Thompson was raised in Raleigh, and can claim to have been a City resident since his birth in 1954. Dickie 
Thompson makes his living as Executive Vice President of his family’s 96 year old construction company, J.M. 
Thompson Co. Thompson served on the Raleigh Planning Commission for seven years, three as Chairman. 
Thomson’s tenure on the Planning Commission was before the Great Recession of 2007-2008. Growth was fast 
and furious during Thompson’s tenure on the Commission, and he had to preside over the many, many rezoning 
and other planning disputes inevitable in the then booming Raleigh economy. These disputes were often 
contentious and emotionally charged. During that time, Thompson remained unflappable, and earned a reputation 
as a fair hearing officer and arbiter. Dickie Thompson was also appointed by the City to serve as a member of the 
Raleigh Durham Airport Authority Board, which he Chaired, after having previously served as its Treasurer. 
Thompson believes that “planning and preparing for Raleigh’s continued growth” is the top priority. A backer of 
improved public transit in Raleigh, Thompson supports the concept of a public mass transit system, including a 
light rail system, integrated with conventional but improved bus service, integrated with improved bicycle and 
pedestrian routes, and integrated with expanded affordable housing located near mass transit hubs. Mr. 
Thompson is also a supporter of measures designed to maintain and improve the supply of affordable housing, 
Thompson’s private life includes volunteering for a number of causes, serving on the boards of organizations such 
as the Raleigh Rescue Mission and the YMCA, and donating his time for service projects and disaster relief in 
Appalachia, in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, and in Haiti. MAPAC endorses Dickie Thompson. 
Additional information on Dickie Thompson can be found at: 

http://dickiethompson.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/dickie-thompson/Content?oid=8185015 

City Council District B: 

Raleigh's District B, the largest Raleigh district, offers a rematch of the 2015 election between then newcomer 
David Cox and veteran council-member John Odom. David Cox is a resident of North Raleigh finishing his first 
term on City Council and is not registered as being affiliated with any political party. John Odom is a registered 
Republican, and has served 8 terms on the Raleigh City Council. The 2015 election was extremely close, with Mr. 
Cox winning by only about 260 votes. 

David Cox won election largely on the strength of the leadership he showed with one of the CACs (Citizens 
Advisory Council) in opposing a re-zoning effort in his District. Not surprisingly, Mr. Cox is a strong advocate of 
CACs and firmly believes in the “Bottom Up” nature of the CACs. Any citizen can participate in the CACs and 
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CACs elect their own officers and set their own priorities. Mr. Cox believes that the CAC arrangement is a an 
excellent check and balance against special interests that might otherwise dominate City politics. Mr. Cox is a 
strong supporter of the planned improvements to the City transit system, a supporter of the Affordable Housing 
Initiatives the City has taken, and a firm believer that the City needs to continue to find and implement more 
measures to secure affordable housing and mitigate gentrification. 

Mr. Cox is firm in his belief that City elections should remain officially non-partisan, but has no firm position on 
whether City elections should go from 2 year terms to 4 year terms, pointing out that the reduced campaign 
pressures and costs of 4 year terms must be weighed against the higher degree of public accountability that is 
inherent with a shorter term. Having a City government that adequately and accurately reflects the population it 
serves is an ongoing concern of Mr. Cox, and towards this end he has suggested the City at least study adding an 
additional Council seat. Mr. Cox also advocates that the City increase its Economic Development Department and 
have it concentrate on attracting the kind of jobs that would be useful to those whose limited education and skill 
sets do not allow them to benefit from the “high tech” type jobs Raleigh has been so successful in recruiting. Mr. 
Cox does not suggest stopping recruitment of “high tech” employers, but rather adding more vigorous efforts to 
recruit and create other types of jobs and employers as well.  

Mr. Cox’s short tenure at City Council has not been without controversy. The City passed “Code of Conduct” is 
widely considered to be an attempt by other Council members to prevent Mr. Cox from interjecting himself at 
inappropriate times in the deliberations of City appointed advisory Boards. Mr. Cox does not share in this view, and 
does not agree that he has ever acted inappropriately. The disagreement over the “Code of Conduct” may be as 
much about how the different Council members feel they should approach their jobs as any other factor. 

Additional information about Mr. Cox can be found at: 

http://dcoxforcouncil.com  
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/counties/wake-county/raleigh-report-blog/article134502689.html  

John Odom, as a former long-term council member, was a consistent supporter of more development, but also a 
supporter of City investments to improve the quality of life of all its citizens. Mr. Odom served on the Raleigh City 
Council for sixteen years. During his tenure on the Council, Odom served with four different mayors, and acquired 
considerable experience in accomplishing things even when the Council was divided in its views. While his position 
for 25 years as the Director for the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association and his general pro business stance 
have led some to label Odom simply “pro developer”, the reality is not that simple. The PNC Arena, Raleigh 
Convention Center, bridge to the NC Museum of Art, the NC Natural Science Museum, Green Road Library, Horse 
Shoe Farm Park, and the Buffalo Road Park and Aquatic Center all owe their existence at least in part to the 
efforts of John Odom. There are often cases before City government where proposed developments are opposed 
by nearby residents interested in maintaining things exactly as they are. These types of cases require weighing 
individual property rights and the overall interests of Raleigh against the interests of established residents and 
businesses. John Odom may lean more towards the interests of the former groups, while someone like current 
Councilman David Cox may lean more towards the interest of the latter group, but the record clearly shows Odom 
does make measured decisions in these cases, and does not simply reflexively support “the developer”. (Mr. Cox 
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can also point to cases where he did not reflexively support the established residents). There are cases where 
reasonable people can reasonably disagree, and Mr. Odom’s views are from a perspective shared by a large 
segment of Raleigh, just as Mr. Cox’s are from the perspective of another group.  

Mr. Odom’s perspective is more that of the genuine “small business” owner, the type businesses that often employ 
low skilled workers and higher skilled trade workers. This perspective is useful in assessing the potential impacts 
of City actions on those businesses most likely to provide the jobs needed by that small but significant sector of 
the Raleigh population that has been largely left behind the economic prosperity the rest of the City has 
experienced. Having Mr. Odom, or someone with a similar background, to represent those views on the Council 
would help to increase representative government. More information about Mr. Odom can be found at: 

http://www.odomforraleigh.com 

The MAPAC Political Action Committee had a split vote on the District B endorsement in the 2015, with the 
majority favoring Mr. Odom “by a hair”. The decision on who to endorse is not any easier in 2017. Mr. Odom’s 
pragmatism, record of achievement, and understanding of Raleigh businesses views are a decided plus when 
trying to elect a Council that represents all of Raleigh. Mr. Cox is, however, not without his strengths, and there is 
much to like in his progressive views. MAPAC again endorses John Odom “by a hair” based on the 
business perspective he brings to the Council not represented by any other candidate, his past track 
record, and his ability to “disagree agreeably”.  

City Council District C: 

The District C race is has 5 candidates. District C encompasses the southeast quadrant of Raleigh, an area where 
many members of the Muslim community reside. Major concerns of the residents include affordable housing, 
gentrification displacing lower income people from affordable housing and the limitations of public transportation. A 
major demand by residents is to have affordable housing through-out Raleigh, instead of being concentrated in a 
few areas within District C. There is also a concern of lack of economic prosperity in much of District C. Southeast 
Raleigh is a well-known food desert with lack of adequate grocery stores. 

Mr. James G. Bledsoe is an unaffiliated voter, a sergeant in the U.S. Army Reserve and a correctional officer at the 
N.C. Department of Public Safety. He has a bachelor degree from Strayer University in criminal justice. Currently, 
he serves as a vice chairman of the North Carolina Chapter of the Veterans Party of America. Bledsoe is willing to 
contribute as much time as necessary to city council work to get the job done. He believes that elections should 
not be partisan on all levels. The current 2 year term for the City Council in the opinion of Mr. Bledsoe is good and 
should continue without any alterations. With regards to campaign contributions, Mr. Bledsoe says that citizens 
should focus on who is contributing instead of what candidates receive. More information about Mr. Bledsoe can 
be found at: 

http://electjamesbledsoe.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/james-bledsoe/Content?oid=8185158 
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Incumbent Corey Branch, 39, stunned many in his Southeast Raleigh district two years ago when he ousted 
Eugene Weeks, a veteran council member and one of district old guard leaders. Corey Branch has served one 2 
year term on the Council and prior to that served as a member of both the Raleigh Transit Authority and the Wake 
County Transit Advisory Committee, providing him with experience in an area vital to the District C residents long 
term interests. Branch is enthusiastic, studious, effective in speaking his mind on important positions and 
interested in the challenges in this district, which is a target for gentrification – but that comes with pluses and 
minuses. Many of Branch’s constituents are part of neighborhoods transformed in recent years by Raleigh’s 
booming growth and the desire on the part of younger citizens for upscale housing. But Branch has to stay 
attuned to the worries of some in his district that they are being displaced with few other housing options available 
to those with limited incomes. We believe Branch has shown himself capable of being a strong advocate for his 
constituents, which is his first priority, but that he has an understanding of the city’s overall needs. Branch is the 
only African-American on the Raleigh Council and has a record demonstrating potential for higher leadership. More 
information on Mr. Branch can be found at: 

http://www.coreybranch.com 

Crash Gregg is an independent businessman (magazine publisher) who is congenial and articulate. With regards to 
building a new police station and city hall building, Mr. Gregg’s response was that “we all want an attractive City 
Hall but does this lead to better governance? No it does not”. Mr. Gregg also stated that before deciding on 
building these infrastructure, more firmer numbers for costs and benefits are needed, and then the project judged 
can be judged in the larger context of the City’s overall highest priorities. Mr. Gregg believe at this time the focus 
should be on spending money on keeping a roof over the heads of children and feeding them. Gregg’s view of the 
proposed Soccer Stadium in the heart of Raleigh was that we need to see how serious a possibility is it, and what 
should Raleigh be considering before doing something about it. Mr. Gregg stated he does not have a strong 
opinion on the stadium but worries that it could cause traffic problems and may not really generate money for 
downtown. Mr. Gregg thinks it might be better to have the stadium built around I-40 where there is more 
undeveloped land, but that studies need to be done first before naming any decisions. With regards to light rail, 
Mr. Gregg does not think that is a viable option at this time. Mr. Gregg is concerned that a light rail system that is 
affordable may provide enough service to be worthwhile, but states that, “I would have to do more research before 
I could support it. What are the alternatives?” More information about Mr. Gregg can be found at: 

http://crash4raleigh.com 

Jeff Stewart: MAPAC could locate little information on Mr. Stewart and he did not return our phone calls requesting 
additional information. 

Olen Watson; A local businessman, Mr. Watson strictly follows the Libertarian Party platform and believes that 
governments stifle innovation through regulation, subvert compassion through bureaucracy, and suppress 
achievement through economic manipulation—and in so doing, limit our potential to work together voluntarily in 
achieving shared success and individual fulfillment. Mr. Watson emphasizes personal Freedom and Individual 
Rights. Mr. Watson opposes any attempts by government to collect information on the people, except in the 
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constitutionally required performance of its duties. Mr. Watson believes that people who are not U.S. citizens 
should enjoy equal treatment under the law, regardless of their immigration status.  

Mr. Watson has a 17 page proposal designed to direct City thinking regarding a new police station and city hall. 
Mr. Watson concludes that these facilities should be outside of the city center. With regards to the proposed 
Soccer Stadium in the heart of Raleigh, Mr. Watson asked how serious a possibility is it, and what should Raleigh 
be considering before doing something about this? Mr. Watson does not support any public funds going to 
support those with money and believes that those who will benefit from a Soccer Stadium should build it and not 
the City. When asked whether the City of Raleigh current Budget reflects his priorities, Mr Watson said he believes 
the City should not be spending money on amenities such as bike trails, greenways, etc. that primarily benefit the 
middle and upper classes while there is such a need for housing, jobs, and transit options for the lower economic 
class. Mr. Watson does not support developing amenities designed to appeal to the affluent and middle class to 
attract the development and tax base needed to fund targeted plans to improve the availability of affordable 
housing for the least economically fortunate or for public transit. On the affordable housing question, Mr. Watson 
does not believe that the City of Raleigh has done much to bring affordable housing into local neighborhoods.  

On the issue of rising property values, Mr. Watson thinks it is a problem that is driving development to southeast 
Raleigh, creating affordability problems for long term residents in that area. Mr. Watson advocates that the City cap 
property taxes for Raleigh residents who simply cannot afford to pay more, and has offered two programs caping 
at 65 and 70 years. To improve the availability of affordable housing, Mr. Watson has set forth a number of 
potential solutions on his web site including things such as mother-in-law suites, short-term leasing, etc. Mr. 
Watson definitely believes that Raleigh should and can do things to improve the situation.  

The benefits of light rail transportation are not clear to Mr. Watson as he does not think that it would benefit the 
elderly or children but he thinks it is appropriate to have a direct line between RDU and downtown. Mr. Watson 
believe City government has not thought enough about the future, and that we do need plan better for the future. 
Mr. Watson added reducing bus sizes will allow the city to buy more buses. 

City officials should, in Mr. Watson’s view, make greater efforts to consult with citizens about what citizens want in 
the way of transportation, housing, etcetera. His whole job he stated is centered on being fully engaged, work with 
citizens, bringing the City more opportunities. Mr. Watson believes it is important in the future for the City to find 
means of financing that avoid use of General Obligation bonds. Regarding the recently completed Citizen 
Engagement Task Force recommendations, Mr. Watson does not support those recommendations as they place 
an extra layer of control and what is needed is less government and more direct engagement between Council 
members and citizens. If elected, Mr. Watson is willing to put 40-60 hours per week and plans to avoiding partisan 
politics. When discussing City Council service term lengths, Mr. Watson stated that while there are some 
advantages to longer term lengths he favors the current short terms because candidates have to face citizens 
more often. Additional information on Mr. Watson can be found at: 

http://www.electolenwatson.org 

MAPAC endorses incumbent Corey Branch. 
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City Council District D: 

B. J. Plott is challenging first term incumbent Kay Crowder for the District D seat. 

B. J. Plottt: MAPAC could locate little information on Mr. Plott and he did not return our phone calls requesting 
additional information. 

Kay Crowder: The incumbent Kay Crowder was first appointed to the seat on the death of her husband, longtime 
council member Thomas Crowder, then elected to the seat in 2015. Like her husband, Ms. Crowder prides herself 
on being a neighborhood protector in this Southwest Raleigh district, but she is an outgoing, open-minded council 
member who approaches issues in a studious, detail-oriented fashion. It’s hard to find any issue, whether it’s 
affordable housing or zoning or transit options, on which Crowder is not well-informed. Yes, she’s conservative 
when it comes to approving new developments or those projects “outside the box,” but that’s OK. Raleigh needs 
some different voices on the council belonging to people who are not predictable.  

With regards to affordable housing, Ms. Crowder believes it has to be properly defined. Her position can be 
paraphrased as: “The funds are drying up so the City Council had to figure out a way to deal with it. We also have 
to define the appropriate values for us. So, the City has to become creative in how to fund it. How can we look 
outside of the box to fresh thinking and this is usually done by market forces. We need to discuss the values of our 
city and what kind of city we need to create for the future.”  

Commenting on the rail system, Ms. Crowder can be paraphrased as saying: “We need to know how we can 
make the rail work. It needs be done properly based on a county-wide perspective. The bond is a good start with 
collaboration but does not provided enough funding for transportation. We have to redefine the economic needs 
and the transportation in these areas.” On the completed Citizen Engagement Task Force, Ms. Crowder voted 
against it because she believes that there are better ways of doing this. Furthermore, Ms. Crowder is not in favor of 
making the city council job a full-time one because politicians will no longer be in touch with citizens and could be 
more divisive. MAPAC endorses Kay Crowder. Additional information about Ms. Crowder can be found at: 

http://www.crowderforcouncil.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/kay-crowder/Content?oid=8185229 

!
City Council District E 

Three candidates are running for the District E Council Seat. Incumbent Bonner Gaylord is facing challengers Stef 
Mendell and Derek Walker. Bonner Gaylord is registered to vote as not being affiliated with any political party and 
Stef Mendell is a registered Democrat. Little is known about Derek Walker.  

Derek Walker has no electronic campaign presence and is something of a mystery. After registering as a 
candidate, Mr. Walker has seemingly done nothing, attended no forums, or, as near as MAPAC can determine, 
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engaged in any campaigning at all. Under the circumstances, MAPAC can not consider recommending anyone 
vote for Mr. Walker. 

Stef Mendell; “There was a plan to build a 7 story apartment complex at Ridgewood Shopping Center and a 
bunch of neighbors got together and we decided 7 stories was a little extreme for our neighborhood. We would 
have been fine with 2 or 3 stories, but not 7”. This statement, made by Ms. Mendel at a candidate forum, is 
indicative of her thinking and positions. Her campaign posters and door hangers with their sound byte sized 
“Neighborhoods First!” slogan do not really capture her positions, which are more reasoned and nuanced than the 
posters would make it seem. True, Ms. Mendell may have overreached at at least one forum when describing the 
recent flooding problems in Houston, greatly aggravated by the anything goes land development attitude prevalent 
in many Texas municipalities, as an abject lesson for Raleigh. Raleigh has never been as lax in its development 
regulations as Cities in Texas like Houston and Ms. Mendell did herself and Raleigh a disservice in making the 
comparison. Extended conversations with Ms. Mendell show that her “fine with 2 or 3 stories but not 7” reasoning 
is actually a much better indicator of her real approach, which is more like when there are competing interests, 
nobody should expect to get everything they want, but everybody should be able to expect an outcome that puts 
things in proper proportion and perspective. Pushed by circumstance to become an activist for better storm water 
controls, when Ms. Mendell achieved a victory at City Hall in establishing new storm water rules for infill, she did 
not “spike the ball” in celebration over those she had lobbied against. Instead, Ms. Mendell initiated an offer to the 
“opposition” to sit down and talk to see if there were ways that the new regulations could be tweaked to make life 
easier on them while still addressing the concerns of her and her fellow homeowners. There is always a concern 
that a person reaching the Council through the “neighborhood activist” route will fail to realize that the day they get 
elected the very same interests they were opposing will be a part of the constituency they are supposed to serve. 
Ms. Mendell has demonstrated in action and words that if elected she most likely would be able to make this 
transition. 

Ms. Mendell is not one to rush to judgement. Regarding things like a possible new City Hall and a possible new 
soccer arena, Ms. Mendell takes a cautious approach, wanting to see the numbers and detailed planning results 
before reaching any conclusions. Stef Mendell is a firm supporter of the mass transit improvements now in the 
process of being implemented. She also supports the proposal of Councilor Crowder to allow students to ride free 
to build a “leave your car behind” attitude in the young that can stay with them as they mature, reflecting Ms. 
Mendell’s understanding that Raleigh transitioning away from a “always take a car if you can afford it” mentality will 
not be a quick process. Ms. Mendell acknowledges that the planned improvements in number of buses and 
frequency of routes may not be enough to secure the ridership and full public support needed for the system to be 
a long term sustainable solution. Should the currently planned measures, once implemented, fall short of goals, 
Ms. Mendell will push for additional improvements and funding, but says the nature of each will have to be decided 
based on just what problems are found to remain. Ms. Mendell’s preference is for measured approaches, taking 
time to understand a problem, investigating to see if other communities have faced the problem, and if so, how the 
other communities have addressed the problem, and only then moving forward. Affordable Housing is another 
area in which Ms. Mendell takes a studied, broad based approach, looking to use a combination of direct 
expenditures, public-private partnerships, tax incentives, development of ordinance requirements, and any tools 
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found to be successful in other communities to preserve the existing supply of affordable housing and create 
additional affordable housing.  

Ms. Mendell is a retired international communications executive who also has experience working with a non-
profit. One concern about anyone serving on a body of only 7 people overseeing a nearly billion dollar budget is 
just what in their background has prepared them for this responsibility. Ms. Mendell addressed this issue by 
explaining that before she retired she was responsible for a seven figure budget within a much larger overall 
corporate budget, and that since retirement she worked with a six figure non-profit budget. As Ms. Mendell says, 
that may not be “$1 billion, but it is certainly not nothing” and MAPAC has to agree that this experience is more 
than what many candidates bring to bear. Additional information on Stef Mendell can be found at: 

 http://www.stefmendellforcouncil.com 
 https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/stef-mendell/Content?oid=8185603 

Bonnor Gaylord: Just as Stef Mendell on closer examination does not fit the stereotype of a simplistic 
neighborhood activist with a “neighborhood all good, developers all bad“ attitude, Incumbent Bonnor Gaylord is 
nothing like the stereotypical bad developer insisting on doing whatever he wants wherever he wants at the City’s 
expense. Bonner Gaylord is a managing director for Kane Realty, one of the largest if not the largest developers 
operating in Raleigh (North Hills is a Kane Realty project) and therefore is unquestionably a developer, but his 
positions and Ms. Mendell’s positions on nearly everything from community engagement to the length of Council 
terms to the desire to keep City offices officially non-partisan are nearly the same. Mr. Gaylord and Ms. Mendell 
also share similar positions on public transit and and affordable housing, the possibility of a soccer arena, and the 
factors that need to be considered and weighed before making any final decisions about when and what should 
be done with regards to City Hall. Even in the area of public engagement, a communications issue right in line with 
Ms. Mendell’s career, there is little difference between the two candidates. Both candidates agree with the concept 
of CACs and both concur that in the age of electronic and social media much more can and should be done than 
just using the CACs community meeting model for City Government-Citizen communication. Candidly, if Ms. 
Mendell were elected we would expect her to spend more time seeking face to face meetings with constituents, 
but Mr. Gaylord is no slacker in constituent availability. Additional information on Bonnor Gaylord can be found at: 

http://www.bonnergaylord.com 
https://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/bonner-gaylord/Content?oid=8185093  

Mr. Gaylord is seeking his fifth term on the council, and before being elected to the Council served on the Planning 
Commission. During his tenure, and with his help, Raleigh has prospered. Mr. Gaylord’s work on the local option 
sales tax referendum, the tax that is funding the mass transit improvements now underway, may have been the 
deciding factor in its passage. Mr. Gaylord’s stature as a Managing director of Kane Realtor was undoubtedly a 
factor in securing industry support for both the increase in sales tax and the property tax increase being used to 
fund more affordable housing. Similarly, when Bonner Gaylord talks about things like smart growth or sustainable 
growth, it carries more weight with the business sector than it would if the discussion was coming from another 
source. This credibility with the business sector is undoubtably a great asset that Mr. Gaylord brings to the City 
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Council. MAPAC honestly wishes Ms. Mendell was running in another district so that voters did not have to choose 
between her and Mr. Gaylord, but based on his experience, his credibility with the developer and the business 
communities, and his past record of achievements for the City, MAPAC endorses incumbent Bonner Gaylord. 

Transportation Bond Referendum 

A $205,700,000 transportation bond is on the ballot for the October election. This referendum will provide funds 
for various road, sidewalk, and bus stop improvement projects throughout Raleigh. MAPAC recommends that 
its members vote yes for this bond. A detailed listing of the projects to be built with the bonds can be found at: 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/home/news/content/CorNews/Articles/TransportationBondProposal.html
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